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DRAGON FLIGHT marks Osan’s 
first Group 3 UAS defense exercise
By Senior Airman Rome Bowermaster
51st Fighter Wing

U.S. Airmen, U.S. 
Soldiers, U.S. Marines and 

civilians pose for a group photo 
following Exercise Dragon Flight at Osan 

Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. 
The inaugural exercise integrated multiple 

counter-unmanned aircraft air defense 
systems and established a foundation 

for future joint and combined 
training at Osan. 

capable class of unmanned aircraft.
Contractors from Griffon Aerospace launched 

and operated the Outlaw Drone as a simulated 
hostile aircraft while each participating unit 
employed its respective counter-UAS equipment. 
Defenders from the 51st Security Forces Squadron 
operated the Expeditionary Mobile Air Defense 
Integrated System, Soldiers from the Army’s 35th 
Air Defense Artillery Brigade employed the AN/
TWQ-1 Avenger air defense system, and Marines 
from the 2nd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion 
trained with Stinger man-portable air defense 
systems and Smart Shooter SMASH optics. 
ROKAF personnel also participated using their 
own air defense equipment. < Continued on Page 19 >

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  U.S. 
Airmen, U.S. Soldiers, U.S. Marines and Republic 
of Korea Air Force personnel came together for 
EXERCISE DRAGON FLIGHT, an inaugural 
readiness event designed to locate, detect and 
track a Group 3 unmanned aircraft system in Osan 
airspace at Osan Air Base, ROK, Aug. 2-6, 2026.

The exercise marked the first time a Group 
3 UAS operated in Osan airspace, allowing 
participating agencies to rehearse detection, 
tracking, cueing, reporting and notional 
engagement procedures against a larger and more 

U.S. Soldiers assigned to Echo Battery, 6th Battalion, 52nd Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment, 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, 
track a Group 3 unmanned aircraft system using AN/TWQ-1 
Avenger air defense systems during Exercise Dragon Flight at 
Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026.▲
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news
Back to School, Ready, Set, 
Grow” event at Team Osan

Military family members pose for a photo during the “Back to 
School, Ready, Set, Grow” event at Osan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, Aug. 11, 2026. As Osan implements tour normalization, 
events and programs that connect families with one another 
provide Airmen and their families opportunities to build a strong 
support network throughout their time in Korea. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Megan Cusmano)►

A child receives a face painting during the “Back 
to School, Ready, Set, Grow” event at Osan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 11, 2026. The event 
highlighted the collaborative efforts of the 51st Force 
Support Squadron and helping agencies to support 
military children and families as they prepare for 
a new school year. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior 
Airman Megan Cusmano)▼

U.S. Airmen demonstrate military equipment to children during 
the “Back to School, Ready, Set, Grow” event at Osan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, Aug. 11, 2026. Connecting military children 
with Airmen and the mission helps strengthen the sense of 
community at Osan and reflects the installation’s commitment to 
taking care of Airmen and their families. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Megan Cusmano)▲

Children interact with a costumed participant during the “Back 
to School, Ready, Set, Grow” event at Osan Air Base, Republic 
of Korea, Aug. 11, 2026. Family-focused events like this help 
strengthen connections within the Osan community and provide 
military children with opportunities to build relationships as their 
families navigate assignments in Korea. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Megan Cusmano)▼

Military families participate in the “Back to School, Ready, Set, Grow” event at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 
11, 2026. The event connected families with helping agencies and community organizations while providing resources to 
support students and families as they begin a new school year. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Megan Cusmano)▲

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea -- 
U.S. Airmen, military families and community 
partners participate in the “Back to School, Ready, 
Set, Grow” event at Osan Air Base, Republic 
of Korea, Aug. 11, 2026. The event brought 
together helping agencies, the 51st Force Support 
Squadron and Department of the Air Force 
organizations to provide resources and activities 
supporting military children and families. The 
event highlighted Osan’s continued commitment 
to supporting Airmen and their families as the 
installation implements tour normalization.
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Leading the charge for 78 years: 
51st Fighter Wing celebrates 

historic anniversary

McConnell Jr., who recorded 16 aerial victories.
Throughout the Cold War, the 51 FIW 

demonstrated constant mobility and readiness, 
deploying to Taiwan during the Strait Crisis of 
1958, and to the Philippines and South Vietnam 
in 1964. In 1968, in response to the seizure of 
the USS Pueblo, the wing rapidly deployed F-102 
Delta Daggers to Suwon Air Base, South Korea, 
demonstrating an ironclad commitment to its 
regional allies.

On Nov. 1, 1971, the 51st Air Base Wing 
established its permanent home at Osan Air 
Base, assuming host base responsibilities on the 
peninsula.

Over the ensuing 55 years, the wing's aircraft 
inventory has constantly evolved to meet the 
demands of the mission, seeing the legendary 
F-4 Phantom II, the rugged OV-10 Bronco, the 
beloved A-10 Thunderbolt II, and successive 
blocks of the multirole F-16 Fighting Falcon.

As the wing celebrates its 78th birthday, it 
honors this unbroken line of airpower excellence.

Following the recent historic divestment of 
the A-10 and the completion of the Air Force's 
F-16 Super Squadron testing phase, the Mustangs 
have solidified a streamlined, highly integrated, 
and lethal F-16 combat posture. By continuously 
mastering Agile Combat Employment (ACE), the 
51 FW ensures it remains the most ready, cohesive 
team in the region, prepared to receive and 
integrate follow-on forces at a moment's notice.

From the prop-driven pursuits of its WWII 
namesake group to the advanced F-16 Fighting 
Falcons of today, the 51st Fighter Wing's 78-year 
heritage is a testament to the dedication of its 
Airmen. Defend the Base, Execute Contingency 
Operations, and Sustain the Force—Happy 78th 
birthday, Mustangs!

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea -- August 
18, 2026, marks a historic milestone for the 51st 
Fighter Wing—its 78th continuous year of "Leading 
the Charge." Activated on Aug. 18, 1948, at Naha 
Air Base, Okinawa, the 51 Fighter Wing was born 
during a period of massive transition for the newly 
independent U.S. Air Force. Today, nearly eight 
decades later, the Mustangs remain the premier 
forward-deployed fighter wing in the world, standing 
resolutely in partnership with the Republic of Korea.

The wing’s legacy is forged in the crucible of 
the Korean War. Redesignated as the 51st Fighter-
Interceptor Wing in 1950, the unit deployed to 
the Korean peninsula and quickly established an 
unmatched combat record.

Flying the F-80 Shooting Star—which claimed the 
world’s first all-jet aerial victory on Nov. 8, 1950—and 
later the F-86 Sabre, the wing's pilots f lew more than 
45,000 sorties. They achieved a stunning 14-to-1 kill 
ratio against enemy MiG-15s and produced 14 Air 
Aces, including the top ace of the war, Capt. Joseph 

By Robert H. Clark, 51st Fighter Wing Historian
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Two F-16 Fighting Falcons from the 36th Fighter Squadron 
fly alongside two A-10 Thunderbolt IIs from the 25th Fighter 
Squadron during a four-ship "checkertail" flyover of Osan Air 
Base, South Korea, circa 2009. This mixed-fleet pairing served 
as the cornerstone of the peninsula's air defense for decades.▲

A shark-mouthed F-4E Phantom II assigned to the 
51st Tactical Fighter Wing taxis down the runway 
at Clark Air Base, Philippines, in May 1986 during 
Exercise Cope Thunder. The deployment highlighted 
the Wing's constant mobility commitment and 
tactical proficiency in the Pacific.▲
A 51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing F-86F Sabre (Tail 
No. 12881, "Lucky Lib") sits on the pierced steel 
planking runway at Suwon Air Base (K-13), South 
Korea, during the Korean War. The aircraft features 
the iconic yellow identification stripes and the black-
and-white "checkertail" tail flash adopted by the 
Wing in July 1952.►

Crew chiefs and ground personnel service a long 
lineup of 51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing F-86 Sabres 
in sandbagged revetments at Suwon Air Base, South 
Korea, circa June 1953. Operating under austere 
conditions, 51st FIW pilots flew over 45,000 sorties 
and shot down 308 MiG-15s during the conflict.►

Lockheed F-80C Shooting Stars lined up on a pierced steel 
planking (PSP) ramp in Korea circa 1950. The F-80 was the 51st 
Fighter-Interceptor Wing's primary combat aircraft during the 
first eighteen months of the Korean War, performing critical close 
air support and interdiction missions.▲

The official heraldry of the 51st Fighter 
Wing. Originally approved on Feb. 5, 1942, 
for the 51st Pursuit Group, the emblem 
features a winged Pegasus firing machine 
guns in flight, symbolizing swift and decisive 
airpower. The design was modified in May 
1956 and later updated with the Wing's 
current motto, "Leading the Charge."▼

51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing F-102 Delta Daggers of the 16th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron parked 
under a hangar pavilion at Naha Air Base, Okinawa, circa 1966. The wing utilized these supersonic delta-
wing interceptors to maintain 24-hour air defense coverage across the Pacific Theater.▲
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COMPACAF visits the Wolf Pack, 
gains insight on mission operations

U.S. Air Force Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, Pacific Air Forces commander, receives 
a tour of War Reserve Materiel from U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Michael Brooks, 
8th Logistic Readiness Squadron vehicle maintenance flight chief, during 
a base visit at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The WRM 
program at Kunsan AB is a multimillion-dollar operation responsible for storing, 
inspecting, and maintaining contingency equipment, vehicles, and consumables 
to ensure the 8th Fighter Wing remains ready to respond to emerging operational 
requirements. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Tabatha Chapman)▼

U.S. Air Force Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, Pacific Air Forces commander, is greeted 
by U.S. Air Force Col. John “Wolf” DeLion, 8th Fighter Wing commander, at Kunsan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 7, 2026. During his visit, Schneider engaged with 
8th FW leadership and Airmen across the wing, gaining insight into the Wolf Pack’s 
daily operations and how their efforts contribute to the wing’s elevated state of 
operational readiness. PACAF oversees U.S. Air Force operations across half the 
globe, supporting more than 46,000 Airmen primarily stationed in Japan, ROK , 
Hawaii, Alaska and Guam. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Tabatha Chapman)◄

U.S. Air Force Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, Pacific Air Forces commander, controls 
a small unmanned aerial system during his visit to Kunsan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. Schneider gained insight into the Wolf Pack’s capabilities to 
detect and counter sUAS and Kunsan AB’s ability to defend its airspace. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Staff Sgt. Tabatha Chapman)◄

U.S. Air Force Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, center, Pacific Air Forces commander, 
gathers with commanders across the 8th Fighter Wing for a group photo 
during his visit to Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. During his 
visit, Schneider engaged with 8th FW leadership and Airmen across the wing, 
gaining insight into the Wolf Pack’s daily operations and how their efforts 
contribute to the wing’s elevated state of operational readiness. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Staff Sgt. Tabatha Chapman)
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OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  U.S. Air 
Force Master Sgt. Marcus Hollins, 51st Medical 
Support Squadron pharmacy operations section chief, 
was recognized as the Mustang of the Week at Osan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 7, 2026.

Since arriving at Osan in January 2025, Hollins has 
brought his experience, mentorship and passion for 
coaching into his role supporting Airmen and patients 
across the installation.

As the pharmacy operations section chief, Hollins 
helps lead a team responsible for ensuring patients 
receive the correct medication and dosages while 
navigating the unpredictable pace of pharmacy 
operations.

“We keep people in the fight,” Hollins said. “It’s 
our job to give them the right medication, make sure 
they’re getting the right dose and make sure they’re 
able to get back into the fight.”

Pharmacy personnel serve as one of the 
final safeguards in a patient’s care, reviewing 
prescriptions and ensuring potential errors are 
identified before medication reaches the patient. 
The work can also be stressful, with the team 
balancing patient needs, provider coordination and 
changing workloads each day.

One of Hollins’ priorities is keeping his team 
grounded through those stressful moments while still 
maintaining high standards.

“Pharmacy is stressful,” said Hollins. “I try to keep 
it as light as possible while still holding the standards 
and making sure I’m taking care of the Airmen so we 
can take care of the mission.”

Maj. Gregory Correale, 51st MDSS diagnostics and 
therapeutics flight commander, reflected on how 
Hollins’ experiences have helped him bring a unique 
approach to mentoring Airmen, especially when 
preparing them for challenging environments.

“With his deployment experience, he has done a 
fantastic job of educating our younger Airmen on the 
operations and stressors involved in doing pharmacy,” 
said Correale. “He brings a unique mentoring 
style and perspective, relying on his personal and 
professional experiences.”

Much of that mentoring style was shaped through 
Hollins’ longtime passion for basketball. Hollins 
began coaching early on at the high school level 
before rising to the opportunity to coach the U.S. Air 
Force Women’s Basketball Team.

As a young staff sergeant, one of Hollins’ 
mentors challenged him to consider the similarities 
between coaching a basketball team and leading in 
the military.

“Basketball coaching has actually transformed 
my career as a leader,” said Hollins. “Coaches teach 

By Staff Sgt. Sarah Williams
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Marcus Hollins, 51st Medical Support Squadron pharmacy operations 
section chief, labels a prescription bottle at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 12, 2026. Hollins 
was recognized as the Mustang of the Week for going the extra mile to make sure those he leads, 
coaches or interacts with always feels important and recognized.▲
U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Marcus Hollins, 51st Medical Support Squadron pharmacy operations section chief, 
coaches the Air Force Women’s Basketball Team. Hollins began coaching early on at the high school level 
before rising to the opportunity to coach the U.S. Air Force Women’s Basketball Team. (Courtesy Photo)▼

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Marcus Hollins, 51st 
Medical Support Squadron pharmacy operations 
section chief,  poses with Air  Force Women’s 
Basketball medals at Osan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, Aug. 12, 2026. ►

MSgt 
Marcus 
Hollins

players, place them in positions to succeed, build 
team culture and hold people accountable, not 
different from a leader in the Air Force.”

His willingness to help others extends beyond 
his immediate work center. Hollins prioritizes 
mentoring others whether they fall within his 
fight or participate in a basketball summer camp.

“There are so many stories of Master Sgt. 
Hollins going the extra mile to make sure those 
he leads, coaches or interacts with always feels 
important and recognized,” said Lt. Col. Jacob 
Williams, 51st MDSS commander. “I’m glad to 
have the opportunity to make him feel the same 
way. We appreciate all he continues to do for our 
Mustang Medics, Team Osan and the U.S. Air 
Force Women’s Basketball Team.”

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School ……………….…… 10:00 AM
Morning Worship ..…………….….. 11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study .…...….….. 6:30 PM
Lord’s Supper ….....……….…..... 1st Sunday
Missions Sunday……….…...…... 4th Sunday
Men’s Fellowship………..... 2nd Sat 8:00 AM

Zoom meeting ID: 422 616 0881
Zoom Passcode: fcfc

Church email: fcfckorea@gmail.com
Web: www.fcfckorea.com

Waze: Faith Christian Fellowship Church: 
https://waze.com/ul/hwyd670hps

We are located 0.5km from 
Camp Humphreys Main Gate. 

FCFC, Songhwa-ri, 60-1, Paengseong-Up, 
Pyongtaek-si

For more information, call 010-4854-8783.

Rev. Donald L. Brown, Pastor

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
(Romans 10:17)

Community Revival 

14-16 Sep, 7:00 PM
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U.S. Air Force Col. John DeLion, left, 8th Fighter Wing commander, passes the 8th Medical Group guidon to 
Col. Joshua Miller, incoming 8th MDG commander, during an assumption of command ceremony at Kunsan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, June 18, 2026. The 8th MDG provides preventive health services and outpatient 
medical care to more than 2,800 base personnel.▲

U.S. Airmen assigned 
t o  t h e  5 1 s t  C i v i l 
Engineer Squadron 
d e m o n s t r a t e  f i r e 
equipment during the 
Korea-U.S. Children's 
E x c h a n g e  S u m m e r 
C a m p  a t  O s a n  A i r 
B a s e ,  R e p u b l i c  o f 
Korea, Aug. 5, 2026. 
The demonstration 
s h o w c a s e d  t h e 
t r a i n i n g  a n d 
equipment firefighters 
u s e  t o  r e s p o n d 
t o  e m e r g e n c i e s 
a n d  p r o t e c t 
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n 
community.▲

Participants enjoy bowling during the Korea-U.S. Children's 
Exchange Summer Camp at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, 
Aug. 5, 2026. The activity encouraged teamwork and friendship 
among Korean and U.S.-affiliated students through recreation 
and cultural exchange.▲
A U.S. Airman assigned to the 51st Civil Engineer Squadron 
gives a tour of the Osan Fire Department during the Korea-U.
S. Children's Exchange Summer Camp at Osan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, Aug. 5, 2026. The visit introduced students 
to emergency response operations and the firefighters who 
help protect Team Osan every day.►

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Stephen St Clair, right, 51st Security Forces Squadron military working dog 
handler, releases Morton, 51st SFS MWD, onto Staff Sgt. Justin Capulong, 51st SFS MWD handler, 
during the Korea-U.S. Children's Exchange Summer Camp at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 
5, 2026. The event gave students an opportunity to learn how military working dogs support law 
enforcement and protect Team Osan.▲

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  U.S. Airmen, 
and students from Osan, Camp Humphreys and 
Pyeongtaek schools take part in activities during 
the Korea-U.S. Children's Exchange Summer Camp 
at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 5, 2026. 
Students toured the installation and participated in 
educational activities, including military working 
dog demonstrations, fire and emergency services 
demonstrations and team-building events designed to 
strengthen cultural understanding and foster lasting 
friendships between Korean and U.S-affiliated children.

By Senior Airman Rome Bowermaster
51st Fighter Wing

U.S., ROK students tour Osan

U.S. Airmen assigned to the 51st Munitions Squadron assemble munitions during the 2nd 
Quarter Ammo Bomb Building and Loading Competition at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, 
Aug. 6, 2026. The competition prepared Airmen to execute Osan’s “Fight Tonight” mission 
anytime, anywhere. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessica Mun)▲

U.S. Airmen assigned to the 51st Munitions Squadron assemble a GBU-31v3 during the 2nd 
Quarter Ammo Bomb Building and Loading Competition at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, 
Aug. 6, 2026. The competition is a quarterly and annual event where teams are evaluated on 
how quickly and efficiently they can build munitions. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman 
Jessica Mun)▲

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 51st Munitions Squadron pose for a group photo after 
winning the 2nd Quarter Ammo Bomb Building and Loading Competition at Osan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026.  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessica Mun)▲

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kevin Jones, center, and Staff Sgt. Thomas 
Clark, right, assigned to the 51st Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
weapons load crew members, transports a GBU-38 during the second-
quarter Ammo Bomb Building and Loading Competition at Osan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The competition involved 
loading munitions onto F-16 Fighting Falcons in timed environments, 
simulating the urgency of real-world combat operations. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Senior Airman Jessica Mun)▼

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kevin Jones, left, and Staff Sgt. Thomas 
Clark, assigned to the 51st Maintenance Group, transports a GBU-
38 during the second-quarter Ammo Bomb Building and Loading 
Competition at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The 
competition prepared Airmen to execute Osan’s “Fight Tonight” 
mission anytime, anywhere. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman 
Jessica Mun)▲
U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Skye Vargas, foreground, and Staff 
Sgt. Jordan Davis, 36th Fighter Generation Squadron weapons 
load crew members, tighten bolts during the second-quarter 
Ammo Bomb Building and Loading Competition at Osan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The competition tested weapons 
load crews on technical accuracy, adherence to safety protocols, 
team coordination and loading time as they loaded munitions 
onto F-16 Fighting Falcons. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman 
Jessica Mun)▼

2Q Ammo Bomb Building 
and Loading Competition
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U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Brandon Abbott, Seventh Air Force A2 senior enlisted leader, 
poses for a picture at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 21, 2026. Abbott was one of the 
first people on scene to begin evacuating passengers from an overturned bus during an off-duty 
tour in Paju, ROK, June 2026.▲

A tour bus sits overturned on a roadway in Paju, Republic of Korea, June 20, 2026. 
(Courtesy photo)▲

U.S. Air Force Maj. Tessa Land, 
6th Intelligence Squadron director 
of operations, was one of the off-
duty U.S. Airmen and Soldiers 
who sprang into action after a 
bus overturned, assisting injured 
passengers until  emergency 
services arrived.▲

U.S. Army Spc. Arturo Lara, 35th 
Air Defense Artillery Brigade fire 
direction center battle systems 
operator, was one of the off-duty U.S. 
Airmen and Soldiers who sprang 
into action after a bus overturned, 
assisting injured passengers 
until emergency services arrived. 
(Courtesy photo)▼

“I remember thinking to myself I’m glad I’ve had some baseline 
training to help understand what to do, because we didn’t know 
what we were going to see when we got in there,” said Abbott.

Another passenger lay on the ground surrounded among 
the shattered glass. She expressed that she was having trouble 
breathing and that she could not move her neck. Recognizing 
the potential severity of her injuries, Abbott alerted a civilian 
paramedic and Canadian infantryman with medical training, both 
tourists who joined the response, to provide advanced first aid.

While the removal of passengers was ongoing, a cordon was 
established to keep onlookers from getting too close and keep 
individuals from trying to reenter the bus to retrieve belongings. 
ROK soldiers also arrived on scene, called emergency services, and 
assisted with the response.

Eventually, emergency services arrived and assumed control of 
the scene. The U.S. service members stepped back, allowing first 
responders to continue caring for the injured.

Martin, who experienced similar situations in his time with law 
enforcement prior to joining the Army, expressed pride in those 
who stepped in to help others.

“You can train, but you don’t know what you are going to do 
until the actual incident happens,” said Martin. “They stepped up 
and I am proud of what they did.”

Although the responders came from different units, services 
and even countries, the response reflected a shared commitment 
to helping others. Airmen, Soldiers, ROK personnel and civilian 
bystanders worked side by side to stabilize the situation until 
emergency crews arrived, demonstrating that compassion, 
preparedness and teamwork can transcend uniforms and 
nationalities.

For those involved, the rescue was never about recognition. 
It was about doing what needed to be done in a moment of 
uncertainty. Their actions demonstrated that the values instilled 
through training, service before self, readiness and commitment to 
others, do not end when the duty day is over. Instead, they remain 
with service members wherever they go, ready to make a difference 
when it matters most.

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  U.S. Airmen and U.S. 
Soldiers without regard for recognition or personal safety sprang 
into action after a tour bus overturned, assisting injured passengers 
until emergency services arrived.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Tessa Land, 6th Intelligence Squadron 
director of operations, Chief Master Sgt. Brandon Abbott, Seventh 
Air Force A2 senior enlisted leader, U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Alexander 
Martin, 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade fire direction center 
battle systems manager, Spc. Karan Sharma, and Spc. Arturo Lara, 
35th ADA fire direction center battle systems operators, were 
participating in an off-duty tour of the Korean Demilitarized Zone 
in Paju, Republic of Korea, June 20, 2026.

The group was on their way to lunch after a morning at the Dora 
Observatory when their bus paused on a hill road to allow another 
bus to pass. Passengers watched as the other tour bus struggled 
to climb the wet road. Moments later, the oncoming vehicle lost 
control, overturned, and slid backward before coming to rest on 
the steep incline.

“I watched the bus come up, stop at the top, and then begin 
barreling down the hill and turn over onto its left side,” said Lara. 
“At that moment, I just shot up and rushed to the door of our bus. I 
wasn’t really thinking, it was just a natural reaction. All I knew was 
that we needed to get people out of the bus.”

Knowing people could be hurt and unsure of the potential the 
bus would slide further downhill, the group of Airmen and Soldiers 
immediately jumped into action.

As they approached the vehicle, they could hear the passengers 
screaming. The primary exit door was inaccessible, trapping 21 
civilian passengers inside.

Forced to find an alternative means to enter the vehicle, they 
discovered part of the windshield was cracked. After bending 
the still active windshield wipers out of the way and carefully 
straddling a drainage ditch, they widened the opening enough to 
climb inside, ignoring cuts they received from the broken glass.

Through a mix of radio blaring and panicked voices within, the 
group of service members began their assessment of injuries and 
extracting individuals from the vehicle.

Working their way from the front of the bus toward the 
back, they assisted the bus driver before helping shocked and 
disoriented passengers through the windshield. At one point, a 
father asked responders to help rescue his blind daughter, who was 
carried out to a rally point that was set up nearby.

By Staff Sgt. Tylir Meyer
51st Fighter Wing

A tour bus sits overturned on a roadway in Paju, Republic of Korea, June 20, 2026. Off-
duty U.S. Airmen and Soldiers sprang into action after the bus overturned, assisting injured 
passengers until emergency services arrived. (Courtesy photos)▲▼

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Alexander Martin, 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade fire direction center 
battle systems manager, poses for a photo at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 28, 
2026. Martin was one of the first people on scene to begin evacuating passengers from an 
overturned bus during an off-duty tour in Paju, ROK, June 2026.◄

Airmen, Soldiers 
respond to 
roadside 
emergency

Ready beyond 
the mission:
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Are You Saved?
Jesus Saves! 

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord, shall be saved. [See: Romans 3:10, 3:23, 5:12, 6:23, 5:8, 

10:9-10, and pray & ask The Lord to save you.]
             Haven Baptist Church 

Just outside the Front Gate at Kunsan AB
– Preaching Christ 50+ years.

www.hbcingunsan.com
Redeem this AD for a FREE COFFEE at church!

In the event of a fire, prompt and accurate reporting is crucial for ensuring a 
swift response, minimizing damage, and safeguarding lives. Understanding 

the fire reporting procedure can make a significant difference in the outcome of an 
emergency.

1. Ensure Personal Safety
Before reporting a fire, prioritize your safety and the safety of others around you. 
If the fire is small and manageable, and you are trained, use a fire extinguisher. 
However, if the fire is out of control, evacuate the area immediately. Follow your 
building’s evacuation plan, using designated exits and avoiding elevators.

2. Call Fire Department
Once you are in a safe location, call Fire Department by 911 (DSN) or 0505-
784-9111. When speaking to the Fire Dispatch:
•	 State that you are reporting a fire.
•	 Provide the exact location of the fire, including the building number and 

floor number.
•	 Describe the nature and extent of the fire.
•	 Inform the Fire Dispatch if there are any people trapped or injured.
•	 Stay on the line until the Fire Dispatch has all the necessary information.

3. Activate the Fire Alarm
If the fire alarm has not already been activated, do so immediately. Activating 
the alarm will alert other occupants of the building, initiating their evacuation and 
alerting the Fire Department.

4. Evacuate Safely
Follow the building’s evacuation plan, moving quickly but calmly to the nearest 
exit. Once outside, move away from the building to a designated rally point and 
do not re-enter until authorities have declared it safe.

5. Provide information to Responders
When the Fire Department arrives, provide them with any additional information 
they may need:
•	 The exact location of the fire within the building.
•	 Any hazardous materials that might be involved.
•	 Locations where people might be trapped.
•	 Any other details that could help them effectively fight the fire.

6. Wait for the All-Clear
Do not re-enter the building until fire authorities have given the all-clear. Even if 
the fire appears to be extinguished, hidden dangers such as smoke, structural 
damage, or lingering flames may still pose a risk.

Being prepared and knowing the fire reporting procedure can save lives and reduce 
property damage. Familiarize yourself with these steps to ensure you are ready to 
act in the event of a fire.

Should you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact Fire Prevention 
Office at 784-3370/ 4741.

The CrosswordBy Jon Dunbar

ACROSS 

1  Airplane
4 NCO rank
7 Korean Peninsula divider
10 Cook over a grill
13 Foreign aid
14 Legal rule
15 Kia subcompact sedan
16 Answer to a captain
17 Downtown Seoul avenue
18 Wasted
21 Korea's air intercept system, along 
     with 22 and 51 across
22 Korea's retaliatory defense plan, 
     along with 21 and 51 across
23 Korean stew
25 Short nonfiction writing
29 Humphreys or Carroll
32 Goes with common or sixth
34 Type of rally
35 Egypt capital
36 US insurance giant
37 Goes with state or storm
40 Korean spy agency

41 Tent alternative
42 Actor Diamond Phillips
43 Bank machine
46 Fats Domino's real name
48 Lost soldier
51 Korea's pre-emptive strike system 
    Kill ___
53 Goes with Christmas or All Hallow's
54 Not telling the truth
56 Exam
57 Free ___ agreement
59 Korean slim cigarette brand
60 Actor Green or Rogen
62 E Street Band's Lofgren
64 Reddish color
67 De facto language of US
70 Gun the engine
71 Fire residue
72 Pair
73 5G predecessor
74 Foot digit
75 Comedian Lil ___ Howery
76 Former Russian space station
77 K-pop boy band

DOWN

1 GI ___
2 School URL part
3 Chatting
4 Skinny
5 "En ___!" 
6 One plus one
7 Medical experts
8 Whitish
9 Move with speed
10 Persian Gulf island
11 Opposite of hi
12 Math formula ender
18 "Kick out the ___!"
20 Animal shelter in many countries
23 Found at Panmunjeom
24 Korean education company
26 Gym buddy
27 Goes with Taiji or Samuel
28 Practical study
30 Medical scanner
31 Of extremely low quality
33 Coen or Hawke

35 Malicious
38 Sprint
39 Long period of time
43 Play a character
44 "Where's ___ beef?"
45 The M in 22 across
47 Eggs
48 The M in 21 across
49 The ___ and outs
50 Number of birthdays
52 Thing
55 Shout
57 Just one of ___ things
58 Extreme boredom
61 ___ Bomba
63 Frankenstein's assistant
64 Old TV screen
65 Speedwagon band
66 Red Wings league
67 Dance music
68 Korean shipbuilder
69 Confused-sounding Korean 
      surname

ACROSS 
-------------
1 SMA
4 WTO
7 WBC
10 LIT
13 AIR
14 ERR
15 YUL
16 EON
17 TAI
18 SUB

19 VIOLENT
21 ROTC
23 DELTA
24 OMAR
26 EMART
28 NUKE
32 RONAN
34 REN
35 ADMIN
36 DOGTAGS
38 SHE
40 AND
41 EVE
42 EGO
44 EMS
47 ETC
49 CHICKEN
53 LATER

55 ABS
57 SEINE
58 KYIV
59 GMAIL
61 ANTS
62 EGYPT
64 ANNE
66 CHINOOK
69 AVA
70 TDY
73 GOO
74 UZI
75 REV
76 IOU
77 VET
78 TAM
79 TRY
80 CAP

DOWN
------------
1 SAT
2 MIA
3 ARIRANG
4 WEST
5 TRUCE
6 ORB
7 WYVERNS
8 BUILT
9 CLOT
10 LEE
11 ION
12 TNT
20 LAND
22 ORATE
23 DAE
24 ORD

25 MOO
27 MRS
29 UMA
30 KIN
31 END
33 NAVER
35 AEGIS
37 GET
39 HEH
43 OCEAN
44 ELK
45 MAY
46 STI
48 CAMPKIM
49 CSI
50 KINETIC
51 ENT
52 NES

56 BAT
59 GYOZA
60 LAVER
63 GOUT
65 NAVY
66 CGV
67 HOE
68 IOT
69 ART
71 DOA
72 YUP

Answers 
to Previous 
Crossword

Fire Reporting 
Procedure
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Double tr ouble:  Two U.S. 
Air Force F-35A Lightning 
IIs fly in the U.S. Central 

Command area of responsibility 
July 2, 2026. The aircraft deliver 
advanced airpower capabilities 
that enhance combat readiness 
and support regional security. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. 
Tiffany A. Emery)◄

Ar c t i c  j u m p :  U . S .  A r m y 
paratroopers assigned to 
the 1st Battalion, 511th 

Parachute Infantr y Regiment, 
11th Airborne Division, jump from 
a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster 
III over Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, Alaska, July 15, 
2026, during exercise Arctic 
Predictable Iron 26. The five-day 
exercise included rapid-movement 
training and airdrop operations. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior 
Airman Lauren Torres)▲

Vi p e r  d e m o :  M a j .  Ta y l o r 
H i e s t e r ,  F - 1 6  V i p e r 
D e m o n s t r a t i o n  T e a m 

commander and pilot, performs 
aerial maneuvers in an F-16C 
Fighting Falcon during AirVenture 
at Oshkosh, Wis., July 24, 2026. 
The F-16 is a multirole fighter 
capable of air-to-air and air-to-
ground combat, and its dynamic 
demonstrations showcase the 
aircraft’s versatility across the 
United States and abroad. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. 
Steven Cardo)►

Welcome home: Recently deployed Airmen hug their families after returning to Bangor Air National Guard Base, Maine, July 27, 2026. The 
Airmen returned home following a routine deployment to an undisclosed location in Europe. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Master Sgt. 
Andrew Sinclair)▲



PAGE 18 | C RIMSON  S KY 								       August 21, 2026 August 21, 2026	 C RIMSON  S KY  | PAGE 19 NEWSCOMMUNITY BRIEFS

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Shane Watts, 51st Security Forces Squadron commander, aims a 
rifle equipped with a Smart Shooter SMASH optic during Exercise Dragon Flight at Osan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The Smart Shooter rifle is equipped with a 
Smash 2000 optic designed to make rifles more accurate and lethal for drones and 
rotary wing aircraft to effectively take out a target in a single shot.▲

U . S .  A r m y  P f c .  N i c k o l a s 
Carrizales, 35th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade air and missile 
defense crewmember, gives 
tracking instructions during 
Exercise Dragon Flight at Osan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 
6, 2026. Exercise Dragon Flight 
marked the first time a Group 
3 unmanned aircraft system 
operated in Osan airspace, 
allowing joint and combined 
forces to rehearse detection, 
tracking, cueing, repor ting 
a n d  n o t i o n a l  e n g a g e m e n t 
procedures.◄

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Hollie Stidham, foreground, 51st Security Forces Squadron counter-
unmanned aircraft systems program manager, operates the Expeditionary Mobile Air Defense 
Integrated System during Exercise Dragon Flight at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. 
The X-MADIS provides a mobile, integrated C-uAS air defense systems capability to detect, track 
and counter unmanned aerial systems.▲

Kunsan’s emergency phone numbers

Emergency Services 911

Off Base/Cell 
Emergency

063-470-
0911 Nurse Advice Line 1-800-723-8255

Crime Stop: 
(to report a crime) 782-5444 IG Complaints  

FWA Reporting:

782-4850 
(duty hours)

782-4942
(anytime)

Base Locator: 
(after duty hours) 782-4743 Chaplain 

(After duty hours)
782-6000

Law Enforcement 
desk 782-4944

Sexual Assault 
Response

Coordinator (SARC)
782-7272

Emergency Leave / Red Cross 782-4601  (on base)
1-800-733-2761  (anytime)

Osan’s emergency phone numbers
Emergency Services

(Fire, Medical, 
Security Police)

911 Commander’s 
Hotline 784-4811

Off Base/Cell 
Emergency

031-661-
9111

Crime Stop: 
(to report a crime) 784-5757

Emergency Room: 784-2500 IG Complaints 
 FWA Reporting: 784-1144

Base Locator: 
(after duty hours) 784-4597 Emergency Leave 784-7000

Force Protection 
Information Hotline: 115

Sexual Assault 
Response

Coordinator (SARC)
784-7272

Chaplain 
(After duty hours)

784-7000 Security Forces 
Control Center 784-5515

Kunsan
- KUNSAN PHOTO CLUB -

Interested in sharing your photog-
raphy experience with others and 
exploring Korea along the way? Have 
a camera, but want to learn how to 
use it more completely? Then join 
the Kunsan Photo Club as they delve 
into the finer qualities of photogra-
phy where the key concept is: “It’s 
not the camera that makes a great 
photo, but the photographer.” If 
interested in joining, the group can 
be found on Facebook, just search 
for “Kunsan Photo Club.”

- WOLF PACK LODGE - 
Lodging Space A Policy 

Need a break? Got family visit-

ing and no room to house them? 
You can book lodging rooms on 
a space available basis up to 120 
days in advance for a maximum of 
30 days depending on availability. 
You can also book reservations for 
the holiday season (November and 
December) up to 30 days in advance 
for a maximum of 15 days. (Depend-
ing on availability) Book now for all 
of those relatives coming for the 
holiday!
Reservations – Front Desk-DSN 
782-1844 or Commercial (82)63-470-
1844 FAX: DSN 315-782-0633  Com-
mercial (82)63-470-0633   

- SPONSOR TRAINING -

Learn creative ways to assist new-
comers reporting to Kunsan AB. 
Registration required. Class is held 
at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center. Call 782-5644 for more infor-
mation, dates or to sign up.

- PING PONG TOURNAMENT -
Free to all. Prizes for first and sec-
ond places. Prizes include Wolf Pack 
Won. To sign up, dates or for more 
information, call the CAC at 782-
5213 or 4679.

- SUNDAY SONLIGHT DINNER -
 Every Sunday, volunteers from a 
specific unit cook dinner for their 
fellow Wolf Pack members at the 

Sonlight Inn. The dinner begins at 6 
p.m. following grace led by a chap-
lain. Meals range from “breakfast 
for dinner” to “Italian cooking” to 
“Southern style.” For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, contact the 
chapel at 782-HOPE.

Osan
Alcoholics Anonymous

Every Tuesday and Thursday | 1700-
1800 | Building 769, Resiliency Center 

Training Room
For additional information and a point 
of contact, visit the AA in Korea web-
site at  aainkorea.org

Tobacco Cessation Classes
Every Thursday | 0900-1100 | Building 
1419, Human Performance Center (The 
building right behind the fitness center)
Osan AB offers free tobacco cessa-
tion classes to all DOD id members. 
The health promotion coordinator is 
available to help you break this habit, 
through counseling, educational 
materials, and health coaching. Please 
make an appointment via her email, 
Troisha Busano, troisha.d.busano.
civ@health.mil.

Ultimate Frisbee
Saturdays | 0900 | Mustang Field 

(Across from Outdoor Rec)
Open to all AD, CIV, and Dependents 
w/ base access. Please join us on the 
field for 60 minutes of cardio-vascular 
exercise.  All ages and experience lev-
els welcome, even if you have never 
touched a frisbee. POCs – David Brit-
tain 010-8354-1576, SSgt Ethan Trout-
man, ethan.troutman@us.af.mil, DSN 
315-784-5657, CELL 010-5793-2467

Osan Air Base Honor Guard
Every Monday & Wednesday | 1630-

1730 | Bldg. 936 Rm. 211
The Osan Air Base Honor Guard covers 
ceremonies across the peninsula ac-
knowledging the achievements of our 

fellow members in uniform and their 
families. An amazing way to serve the 
members in your community and build 
lasting connections between other 
service members. For any questions, 
comments, or concerns please reach 
out to OsanHonorGuard@us.af.mil

Wingmen Helping Airmen Get Home
Saturdays | 2300-0400 | SED

WHAGH is a new program inspired by 
AADD, whose purpose is to ensure the 
safety and well-being of Airmen within 
the Songtan Entertainment District by 
escorting members to their residences.
The WHAGH team is looking for 
volunteers this weekend. There’s no 
rank requirement to volunteer. All are 
welcome to help. If interested or for 
more information, please email 51fw.
whagh.1@us.af.mil.

Osan Air Base Soccer
Every Tuesday and Thursday from 
1800-2000 and every Sunday from 
1800-2000 | Mustang Soccer Field

Osan Varsity Soccer wants you to join 
the fun of playing with us every Sun-
day, Tuesday, and Thursday. Open to 
players of all skill levels. We’re focused 
on having a great time and developing 
camaraderie, all while we hone our 
skills and build our team to compete 
in the premier Seoul Saturday Soccer 
League. Follow the Osan Varsity Team 
on Facebook for daily updates.  Open 
Tryouts. We want to see the Messi in 
you as we build a team to compete in 
the Seoul Saturday Soccer League. Our 
season begins August 30th. POCs: SrA 
Jacob Carey and A1C Logan Gibson

Call for Volunteers - 2026 Q3 PIEF 
Talk Café

Jul - Sep | Tue/Thu: 1000-1200/1900-
2100 | Songtan International Commu-

nity Center
Looking to connect with local residents 
and experience cultural exchange? Join 
PIEF Talk Café, an English conversation 
program that brings together local resi-
dents and the USFK community. Share 
conversations, build friendships, and ex-
perience meaningful cultural exchange.
Registration: https://forms.gle/dK-
dr68JA6wVCToja7
Find out more: https://www.facebook.
com/share/p/1DxAhPwUDK/

Osan Anthem Singers & Hill 180 
Choir Call for Vocalists

The Osan Anthem Singers and Hill 180 
Choir are looking for talented vocalists 
to represent Osan AB at official base 
events and ceremonies. Performers will 
have the opportunity to sing both the 
US and Korean National Anthems (Ae-
gukga) as soloists, with a goal of forming 
a four-part harmony ensemble and if 
possible, a choir. Auditions are required 
to join the active talent pool. Interested 
singers are invited to contact the POCs 
listed for an audition and information, 
or attend our next monthly rehearsal to 
audition, learn more about the group, 
and practice. Rehearsal is held every 
first Tuesday of the month at 15:30 in 
the Chapel Music Room.
POCs: Mr. Robert H. Clark, 51 FW/HO 
| robert.clark.80@us.af.mil | 784-
5065; or TSgt Timothy Mims 51 MXS/
MXMD | timothy.mims.2@us.af.mil | 
784-1978

Osan Air Base Airman’s Attic
Tuesdays and Thursdays | 1100 – 1300 

| BLDG 386, RM 417 and 421
The Airman’s Attic is open weekly on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1100 
to 1300. Operations of the Airman’s 
Attic rely HEAVILY on volunteer sup-
port, so please sign up via SignUpGe-
nius at https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C0E4FA9AD29A6FCCF8-
64180519-airmans#/ to help us contin-
ue supporting the Mustang Community.  
POCs: SSgt Onterio Davis | onterio.
davis@us.af.mil; SSgt Dannyson Abril | 
dannyson.abril@us.af.mil

USO Osan Lunch on the Go
August 26 | 1130 | Building 916 

(McPherson Center), USO Osan AB
USO Osan is excited to serve FREE 
Bulgogi Pizza on Wednesday, 26 August!
All service members, retirees, and their 
families are warmly invited to join us 
for this special lunch.
Serving begins at 11:30 AM at USO 
Osan on a first-come, first-served basis.
Guests are welcome to dine in or take 
their meals to go!
Check out USO Osan’s Facebook page 
at Facebook.com/USOatOsan for more 
information!
POC: Sunny Cheon at hcheon@uso.org 
or DSN: 784-0469

DRAGON FLIGHT 
marks Osan’s first 

Group 3 UAS 
defense exercise

< Continued from Front Page >

“This exercise helped all the involved agencies assess and validate 
their respective C-uAS defense systems,” said U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Thu 
Le, 51st SFS plans and programs officer in charge. “I hope that this 
event gives the 51st Fighter Wing confidence in its current air defense 
capabilities and just shows how crucial such systems are to the 
defense of the base, its assets and all 16,000 joint-force personnel.”

Le served as the lead 51st SFS point of contact and maintained 
ground command and control during the exercise. She coordinated 
with the 51st Operations Support Squadron to secure the equipment, 
airspace and flight authorizations needed for contracted operators 
to fly the UAS over Osan.

U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Herndon, Echo Battery, 
6th Battalion, 52nd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 35th ADA 
Brigade, 3rd Platoon sergeant, served as the Army air defense non-
commissioned officer in charge and primary liaison for the drone 
operators. He also worked with the 51st SFS during planning to 
establish the training location and objectives.

"Group 3 drones are becoming more dangerous, inexpensive 
and easier to produce. Being able to detect and defeat these 
capabilities is extremely important to the welfare of our 
service members and the protection of military equipment."
— Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Herndon

Beyond familiarizing younger Soldiers with Group 3 UAS 
identification and tracking procedures, EXERCISE DRAGON 
FLIGHT allowed the participating services to assess how their 
different systems and reporting processes could contribute to a 
layered defense of the installation.

Osan’s ability to defend against unmanned aircraft directly 
supports the 51st Fighter Wing’s sortie-generation mission. 
Protecting personnel, aircraft and other critical assets enables the 
wing to continue generating combat airpower while operating in a 
contested environment.

“Osan Air Base is an important location to hold in order to 
generate sorties for deterrence,” said U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt. 
Chi Vu, 2nd LAAD Battalion platoon commander. “This exercise 
brought different branches together to establish information-
exchange requirements so Osan can be protected using a mix of air 
defense assets.”

Vu supervised his platoon’s integration and helped establish 
procedures for sharing information among the participating 
services. While the systems brought different capabilities to 
the exercise, the training helped personnel better understand 
how those capabilities could complement one another during a 
coordinated response.

“It increased the lethality of the participating units as a whole 
because we now better understand each other’s functions and how 
we can integrate as a team,” Vu said.

The inclusion of ROKAF counterparts expanded Dragon Flight from 
a joint U.S. training event into a combined effort reflecting the forces 
that would defend Osan together during contingency operations.

“This exercise embodies United States Forces Korea’s motto, ‘Katchi 
Kapshida,’ or ‘We go together,’” Le said. “If UAS attacks become a 
reality at Osan, the U.S. military and our ROKAF counterparts will be 
expected to defend the base, execute contingency operations and sustain 
the force alongside each other.”

By bringing multiple services, air defense systems and ROKAF 
counterparts into the same training environment, Exercise Dragon 
Flight established a foundation for future counter-UAS exercises 
and strengthened Osan’s ability to protect the personnel and assets 
responsible for generating combat airpower.

U.S. Marines assigned to the 2nd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion track a Group 3 unmanned 
aircraft system using Stinger man-portable air defense systems during Exercise Dragon Flight at 
Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. The Marines integrated with Air Force, Army and 
ROK Air Force personnel to rehearse a coordinated response to unmanned aircraft threats.▲
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KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea 
--  Specifically, De La Rosa’s efforts were integral 
toward assisting the 8th LRS’ Fuels Facilities team 
with accomplishing daily operational inspections 
during a manning shortfall. He performed 188-point 
inspections on a $64M fuels system, while operating 
the system to deliver 44,518 gallons of JP-8 jet fuel to 13 
allied Republic of Korea Air Force assets, showcasing 
flight cohesion and the combined-interoperability 
between the U.S. and ROK armed forces.  

Senior Airman De La Rosa also provided escort and 
operational support for five concurrent infrastructure 
projects which enabled contract deadlines to be met. 
This expedited the completion of a minor repair on two 
fuel fill stands that restored 900 thousand gallons of 
refueling capabilities. Moreover, De La Rosa’s support 
to recommissioning the fill stands alleviated manning 
constraints, saving 1,800 man-hours annually. 

Thank you, Senior Airman De La Rosa, for your 
outstanding leadership and dedication to the Wolf 
Pack mission. 

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  U.S. 
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Shane Gaynor, a native of 
Riverbank, California and 8th Force Support 
Squadron dining facility manager, was awarded 
the 8th Fighter Wing’s Pride of the Pack for the 
week of July 27 – 31 for demonstrating exceptional 
leadership and unwavering commitment as DFAC 
Manager, overseeing Pacific Air Force’s largest $56M 
food service program across two dining facilities.

Under Tech. Sgt. Gaynor’s leadership, his team 
successfully supported four bilateral exercises, 27 
distinguished visitor events and four special events 
while sustaining a 34% operational surge. Amid 
increased demand, Gaynor rallied his team to 
produce more than 330,000 meals and 1,500 boxed 
meals, supporting nearly 148,000 joint warfighters 
and generated more than $1.2 million in sales. His 
innovative efforts to expand healthy dining options 
by 87% and increased participation by 85%, 
directly enhancing the quality of life and readiness 
of the Wolfpack.

Beyond mission execution, Gaynor is deeply 
invested in developing Airmen and building high-
performing teams. He revamped end-of-course 
study preparation, helping two Airmen earn scores 
above 94% on their Career Development Course 
exams.

He further dedicated more than 40 hours 
mentoring 11 Airmen through the Junior 
Enlisted Foundation courses and facilitated four 

By Staff Sgt. Cedrique Oldaker
8th FIghter Wing

By Senior Airman Tabatha Chapman
8th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

SrA  Josue De La Rosa

TSgt  Shane Gaynor
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Josue De La Rosa, 8th Logistics Readiness Squadron fuels distribution 
operator, poses for a photo at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Aug. 6, 2026. De La Rosa was selected 
as the Wolf Pack’s "Pride of the Pack" for the week of Aug. 3-7 due to his willingness to step outside his 
normal duties to assist his wingmen in getting the mission done. ▲

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Shane Gaynor, 8th Force Support Squadron dining facility manager, poses in front of the Wolf Pack Hall dining 
facility at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 29, 2026. Gaynor was selected as the Wolf Pack’s Pride of the Pack for the week of 
July 27 – 31 due to his achievements within his career field and his impact on the readiness and well-being of the Wolf Pack.▲

Professional Military Education courses, developing 
42 Airmen and NCOs.

Gaynor’s leadership fostered a culture of excellence 
that produced both a Civilian Category II Award 
winner and a Team of the Quarter recognition. His 
professionalism, innovation, and dedication embody 
the spirit of the Wolf Pack and make him deserving 
for Pride of the Pack recognition.

“What makes my time at the Wolf Pack most 
fulfilling is having leaders who trust in me, believe 
in my experience, and give me the opportunity to 

demonstrate my capabilities. That trust has shaped 
how I lead today by providing Airmen the same 
opportunities to grow, take ownership, and prove 
themselves,” said Gaynor. “I’ve also learned the 
importance of staying humble because some of the 
best ideas and lessons can come from the people you 
lead. Everyone brings a different perspective to the 
mission, and when you build trust and empower your 
Airmen, you know they can reach their full potential.”

Thank you, Tech. Sgt. Gaynor, for your outstanding 
leadership and dedication to the Wolf Pack mission.
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The 

KUNSAN AIR BASE OSAN AIR BASE HUMPHREYS

CHAPEL SCHEDULE

Weekly Worship Services @ Bldg #501

Catholic Holy Mass
Sunday at 0900 (Chapel)

Weekday Masses - Tuesday-Thursday at 1138 
(Blessed Sacrament Room inside Chapel)

Protestant Worship
Sunday at 1100 (Chapel)

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Sunday at 1300 (Chapel)

Point of Contact:
Kunsan Chapel, 782-HOPE

Visit us on SharePoint:
https://kunsan.eis.pacaf.af.mil/8FW/HC

PROTESTANT
- Sundays -

0900 Christ The King Liturgical Service - Pacific Victors Chapel
0930 & 1100  Agape (Contemporary Service) - 4CMC
 1000 Burning Bush Gospel Service - Warrior Chapel

1100 Church of Christ - Pacific Victors Chapel
1100 Common Ground (Traditional Service) - Freedom Chapel

1300 Apostolic Pentecostal (Oneness) - Warrior Chapel
1330 Spanish Service - Pacific Victors Chapel

     - Wednesdays -
1200 Christ The King Eucharist Service - Pacific Victors Chapel

1800 KATUSA Service - Pacific Victors Chapel

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS (LDS)
 - Sundays -

1400-1600 Worship Meeting - Freedom Chapel
POC: CH Droge; 010-8685-2976; shawn.a.droge.mil@mail.mil

RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND MINISTRY AUXILIARIES
      MON/WED 1830  Catholic Men of the Chapel - Freedom

TUES 1000-1200  Korean Ladies Bible Study (KLBS) - Freedom
TUES 1800-2000  Club Beyond Christian Youth Group - 4CMC

* Summer Break until 30 August
WED  0930-1145  Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) - 4CMC

* Summer Schedule: 1800-2030 (until 28 August)
1830-2030  PWOC Evening Study - 4CMC

WED 1000-1200  Korean Catholic Women Bible study - Freedom
1730-1930  Catholic Women of the Chapel (CWOC) - Freedom

WED 1830-2000  Church of Christ Mid-Week Bible Study - Pacific
THUR 0915-1130  Catholic Women of the Chapel (CWOC) - Freedom                            
      THUR 1800-2000  Protestant Men of the Chapel (PMOC) - 4CMC

* POC: CH Underhill 010-8520-7217
1st SAT/Month 0830 Knights of Columbus - Freedom

CATHOLIC  - Freedom Chapel
1600-1700 Adoration (Saturdays)                                      

1600-1700 Reconciliation/Confession (Saturdays)
1640 Rosary/Benediction (Saturdays) • 1730 Vigil Mass (Saturdays)                                  

0900 Mass (Sundays) • 1730 Daily Mass (M-F)
POC: usaghcatholiccoordinator@gmail.com        

JEWISH                
 2nd and 4th Fridays - 4CMC

1800-2100 Shabbat Evening Service        
POC: CH (CPT) Daniel Kamzan; daniel.j.kamzan.mil@mail.mil

ISLAMIC - Pacific Victors Chapel
Fridays: 1200-1330  Jumah Service

Sundays: 1300-1500  Islamic / Arabic classes
POC:CPT Anouar Bencheqroun 010-3382-7231 anouar.k.bencheqroun.mil

PAGAN Traditions
Fridays: Freedom Chapel Rm 110 / 1800-1900  Pagan Fellowship

POC: CPT Ryan S. Robinson; ryan.s.robinson14.mil@mail.mil

BUDDHIST
 Tuesdays - Warrior Chapel / 1800-1900 Buddhist Service

POC: CH (CPT) Somya Malasri; 010-7460-1281; somya.malasri.mil@mail.mil

Osan AB Chapel (Building 780)

Protestant Service

Sunday Worship Service
Sunday @ 0930

Children’s church
Sunday @ 0945

Halftime Bible Study
Monday – Friday @ 1100 (Classroom 5)

Catholic  Mass

Catholic Sunday Mass
Sunday @ 1130

Confession
Sunday @1100-1125 (Blessed Sacrament Room)

Catholic Daily Mass
Monday – Thursday @ 1130 -1200 

(Blessed Sacrament Room)

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Come to me class
Thursday @ 1900

Fellowship
Friday @ 1900

Earth-Based Meeting

Wednesday @ 1830 (Classroom 6)

For the most current updates and announcements, 
Please visit our “Osan AB Chapel” Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/OsanABChapel

The word conscience, as its Chinese 
characters suggest, literally 

means a "good and benevolent mind." 
In dictionary terms, it refers to the 
moral awareness that judges right 
from wrong, commands goodness, 
and rejects evil. We often rely on 
physical strength or social status to 
shield ourselves from external threats. 
However, the wisdom of the ages 
teaches us that true self-protection 

By LCDR Wi Min-su, Buddhist Chaplain
ROK Navy Capital Area Service Support 

Battalion

The Strongest Armor Within: Conscience
begins from within. The Bie-yi 
Za-han Jing (Extra Agama Sutra) 
teaches, "Even if cavalry and 
chariots surround me in layers to 
protect me, if the intention within 
is not good, it cannot be called 
protecting oneself". No matter 
how strong a fortress we build, 
it is useless if our internal line of 
defense collapses.

Within the unique social 
structure of a military organization, 
conscience manifests itself in more 
concrete and practical ways. Just 
as honest cooking is the expression 
of a chef's conscience, and factual 
reporting is the expression of a 
journalist's conscience, a soldier's 
conscience is directly linked to 
fulfilling military duty. From senior 
commanders to junior officers, 
and from senior noncommissioned 
officers to enlisted personnel, 
fulfilling one's responsibilities in 
each assigned position forms the 
foundation of a healthy military 
conscience. Conscience is cultivated 
through education and experience 
and, especially for those of us in 
uniform, must be deeply engraved 
in our hearts as a social conscience 
that demands behavior and 
attitudes befitting our rank.

In today's complex and fiercely 

competitive society, living faithfully 
according to one's conscience is far 
from easy. We often ignore the voice 
of conscience for personal gain or 
momentary comfort, rationalizing 
our actions with various excuses. 
At times, we willingly wear a mask 
for our own pleasure and benefit, 
even if others suffer or experience 
pain as a result. Yet, while we 
may deceive everyone else in the 
world, there is one person we can 
never fool: ourselves. The internal 
conflict and silent anguish that 
follow the betrayal of conscience 
often prove more painful than any 
criticism or judgment from others.

As we grow older and become 
more experienced in navigating 
the realities of life, we should 
pause to ask ourselves whether 
we are drifting away from the 
conscience that once guided us. 
Greater authority and broader 
experience ought to deepen our 
moral character. Yet, we too often 
witness wisdom being replaced 
by clever self-interest. Many of 
the social problems we see today 
ultimately stem from a conscience 
that has ceased to stand watch over 
the human heart.

The strongest shield that 
protects us is neither a heavily 

funded bodyguard nor the applause 
of those who stand behind us. A 
conscience forged harder than 
diamond is the most reliable 
defense. By carefully examining 
our hearts and straightening the 
standards of our conscience, we 
no longer need to   hide behind 
masks. Instead, we are free to live 
authentically as our true selves.

As we reflect on this year, each of 
us should ask: What kind of heart 
has filled our days and guided our 
daily lives? When our conscience 
whispered to us, did we willingly 
listen to its voice? Or did we 
repeatedly compromise for the sake 
of personal advantage?

For those of us wearing the 
military uniform, conscience 
transcends a private moral virtue. 
It is the final safeguard that 
protects our comrades, preserves 
the trust upon which military 
service depends, and ultimately 
strengthens mission readiness. 
It is my sincere hope that the 
good hearts of all of us will come 
together to brighten our military 
community and that each of us will 
carry the strongest shield within 
our hearts.

- Translated by Ms. Ohsung Kim, 51 FW/HC

SERE training: U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Wyatt Pooler, a 
100th Operations Support Squadron survival, evasion, 
resistance and escape specialist, boards a Caister lifeboat 

during joint SERE training at Caister-on-Sea, United Kingdom, 
July 23, 2026. The training, conducted with the Caister Lifeboat 
Volunteer Service, provided Airmen hands-on survival instruction 
rooted in generations of lifesaving expertise. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Airman 1st Class Chloe Masey)▼

One more for the 101st: Staff Sgt. Philip Slick performs pushups 
under pressure during the 101st Air Refueling Wing Security Forces 
Squadron Best Defender Competition in Bangor, Maine, July 27, 

2026. The competition tested security forces Airmen's proficiency in 
land navigation, marksmanship, tactical fitness, doctrine knowledge and 
endurance. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Master Sgt. Andrew Sinclair)►

Marching in formation: Basic cadets march to Jacks 
Valley during Basic Cadet Training at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., July 12, 

2026. The training marked the beginning of the second 
phase of Basic Cadet Training at Jacks Valley, where basic 
cadets completed field exercises, land navigation and 
weapons training. (U.S. Air Force photo by Jonathan Suni)►

Eagle on patrol: A U.S. Air Force F-15E Strike Eagle flies 
over the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility 
July 15, 2026. The F-15E provides all-weather air-to-air 

and air-to-ground combat capabilities that support regional 
security and operational readiness. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Tiffany A. Emery)▲
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KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea --  Running from July 21-23, 
exercise Beverly Sentinel 26-4 demonstrated the 8th Fighter Wing’s 
commitment to readiness and force preparedness. Through intense 
exercise scenarios, Wolf Pack Airmen sharpened their specialized 
skills and practiced critical decision making under pressure, 
maintaining an operational tempo required to sustain combat 
operations in a contested environment.

During Bev. Sent. 26-4, Wolf Pack Airmen focused on Ability to 
Survive and Operate training scenarios, an essential component 
toward exercising the 8th Fighter Wing's ability to defend Kunsan Air 
Base and sustain mission critical operations.

“Ensuring operational continuity in a contested environment 
is not optional,” said U.S. Air Force Col. John “Wolf” DeLion, 8th 
Fighter Wing commander. “By implementing these realistic training 
scenarios, we enhance the resilience and readiness required of our 
members to project combat airpower and execute the Wolf Pack 
mission under any conditions.”

Each Wolf Pack unit bolstered mission-essential skills while 
refining life-saving techniques and strategies, including Tactical 
Combat Casualty Care, opposition force response, post-attack 
reconnaissance and emergency response procedures.

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Dylan Hayes, an 8th Security Forces 
Squadron base defense operations center operator, was one of many 
Airmen during the exercise who understands the value of ATSO 
training for the Wolf Pack.

“Continuous, high-tempo training builds strong muscle memory 
that you can fall back on when stress and pressure begin to set in,” 
said Hayes. “This exercise prepares individual Airmen at Kunsan for 
real-world combat by forcing them to survive, operate and defend the 
installation under simulated, high-intensity enemy attacks.”

Hayes was one of four 8th SFS members assigned to patrol the 

By Staff Sgt. Dylan Maher
8th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Airmen assigned to the 8th Communications Squadron evacuate to a contingency 
location during exercise Beverly Sentinel 26-4 at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 
22, 2026. During Bev. Sent. 26-4, 8th CS Airmen demonstrated their ability to evacuate, 
reestablish communications and provide security for various units in response to a 
simulated fire. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Dylan Maher)▲

U.S. Airmen assigned to the 8th Communications Squadron establish contact with 8th 
Security Forces Squadron patrols during exercise Beverly Sentinel 26-4 at Kunsan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea, July 22, 2026. During this exercise, 8th Security Forces Squadron 
Airmen patrolled and collaborated with various agencies to provide security and defense 
measures for simulated base threats. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Dylan Maher)▲

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 8th Operational Support Squadron attach a sling to 
a simulated casualty during exercise Beverly Sentinel 26-4 at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, July 22, 2026. Bev. Sent. 26-4 focused on evaluating the 8th Fighter Wing’s ability 
to maintain base operations and sustain airpower projection under simulated contested 
conditions. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Cedrique Oldaker)▲

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Will 
Knutson, 8th Communications 
Squadron noncommissioned 
officer in charge of radio frequency 
transmissions, provides front 
security of an 8th Civil Engineer 
Squadron fire truck during exercise 
Beverly Sentinel 26-4 at Kunsan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 
22, 2026. During the exercise, 
8th CS Airmen demonstrated their 
ability to evacuate to a contingency 
location in response to a simulated 
structural fire and to provide 
security for 8th CES firefighters. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. 
Dylan Maher)◄

U.S. Air Force Col. John “Wolf” 
D e L i o n ,  8 t h  F i g h t e r  W i n g 
commander,  f ist  bumps a  U.S. 
Airmen assigned to the 8th FW during 
exercise Beverly Sentinel 26-4 at 
Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, 
July 22, 2026. Beverly Sentinel 
26-4 is a routine, recurring training 
event designed to test and validate 
Kunsan Air Base's command and 
control processes during simulated 
contingency operations. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Staff. Sgt. Joshua 
DeGuzman)◄

Wolf Pack executes Beverly Sentinel 26-4
installation inside a Humvee, providing surveillance and force 
response measures ranging from simulated attacks at ground 
level with opposing forces and from above with unmanned 
aircraft systems.

Additionally, the exercise demonstrated joint force operations 
by showcasing sister services working side by side to defend the 
base, integrating their capabilities into a unified, layered defense 
against potential threats.

“My unit and the [8th Civil Engineer Squadron emergency 
management flight] work on airfields and both can be attacked 
by the enemy simultaneously.” said U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Jesus 
Duran, a Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear defense 
specialist attached to the Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, 
Iwakuni, Japan. “Practicing how to respond to said attacks together 
definitely teaches us how each other operates and responds to 
these emergencies.”

Duran participated in Bev. Sent. 26-4 as the U.S. Marine Corps 
CBRN Cell counterpart for Kunsan’s Emergency Operations 
Center, reporting potential hazards in response to simulated 
threats, providing recommended courses of action to base leaders, 
and relaying that information to ground CBRN teams to execute.

“How the Airmen have dedicated CBRN teams and equipment 
bags at the ready - it taught me how to be more efficient, and 
I want to bring this system back to my Marines.” said Duran. 
“Bringing more branches together to train can only strengthen our 
capability as a military whole.”

Integrating with sister services during exercises such as Bev. 
Sent. 26-4 validates ATSO training as not an individual task, 
but a joint imperative required to sustain combat operations 
under pressure.

As Bev. Sent. 26-4 concludes, that readiness under pressure 
remains a key theme for the Wolf Pack, weaving its way through 
the everyday lives of Kunsan Air Base’s servicemembers while 
bolstering the 8th Fighter Wing’s “Fight Tonight” posture.

“We execute these exercises routinely to stress-test our Airmen 
and systems, identifying the friction points, and adapting our 
tactics with the lessons we learned,” said DeLion. “We stress-test 
our processes in peacetime, to be ready when called upon."
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Marine Tourism: 
What Makes Jeju’s Sea Special

Jeju’s beaches stand out even in Korea, a country 
surrounded by the sea on three sides. Black basalt formed 
by volcanic activity creates a striking contrast with the 
island’s emerald waters. From crystal-clear seas to rocky 
gorges framed by dramatic cliffs, discover coastal scenery 
found only in Jeju.

► Recommended Attractions

•	 Hamdeok Beach
Hamdeok Beach is one of the most popular beaches on 

the eastern part of Jeju along with Hyeopjae and Gimnyeong 
Beaches and is known for its beautiful turquoise waters. 
A short climb up Seoubong Volcanic Cone, visitors are 
rewarded with panoramic views of the sea and Hallasan 
Mountain by an oreum (volcanic cone) beside the beach.

•	 Hyeopjae Beach
With emerald waters and soft white sand, Hyeopjae 

Beach is one of the best-known beaches on the western part 
of Jeju. Its shallow waters make it a favorite among families 
with children, and the sight of the sun setting behind 
Biyangdo Island is especially breathtaking.

•	 Soesokkak Estuary
This scenic gorge was formed where freshwater flowing 

down from Hallasan Mountain meets the sea, creating 
deep pools. Visitors can enjoy the scenery aboard a 
tewoo—a traditional Jeju raft—or in a small rowboat for 
two or three people.

Geotourism: 
Natural Wonders of Volcanic Jeju

Jeju is a volcanic island formed by a series of eruptions 
that began around 1.8 million years ago. Hallasan Mountain, 
Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone, and Geomunoreum Lava 
Tube System were collectively designated as Korea’s first 
UNESCO World Natural Heritage site, with the entire island 
also recognized as a UNESCO Global Geopark and Biosphere 
Reserve. From craters rising above the sea to underground 
lava tubes created as molten lava that cooled and hardened, 
Jeju offers a glimpse into the island’s ancient natural history.

► Recommended Attractions

•	 Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone
Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone was formed by an underwater 

volcanic eruption in shallow seas around 5,000 years ago and 
is now one of Jeju’s most popular sunrise spots. The summit, 
which can be reached after walking for about 30 minutes, 
features a crater approximately 600 meters across.

•	 Hallasan Mountain
At 1,947 meters high, Hallasan Mountain is the tallest 

mountain in Korea. Among its seven hiking trails, only the 
Seongpanak and Gwaneumsa routes lead all the way to 
Baengnokdam Lake at the summit. Walk through the woods 
along Hallasan Eco-trail—a trail which runs at elevations of 
600 to 800 meters—for a more leisurely alternative.

•	 Manjanggul Lava Tube
Formed thousands of years ago, this lava tube remains a 

cool 12°C year-round even at the height of summer. Visitors 
can explore about 1 kilometer of its total 7.4-kilometer length, 
including a 7.6-meter-high lava column considered the largest 
of its kind in the world.

Culinary Travel: 
Local Flavors from Jeju’s Land and Sea

Jeju has one of Korea’s most distinctive food cultures, shaped 
by the island’s unique natural environment. Its local specialties 
include: seafood harvested by haenyeo, whose traditional diving 
culture is designated as National Intangible Cultural Heritage; 
pasture-raised Jeju black pork; and mandarins and hallabong 
grown on the island’s warm climate. Savor the distinctive 
flavors of Jeju, from the bounty of its land and sea.

1. Udo Island:
Udo Island is the largest and most popular 

among Jeju’s more than 60 surrounding islands. 
Visitors can get around by shuttle bus or rent an 
electric bike or a scooter to explore at their own 
pace. The 17-kilometer loop around the island 
takes about 2-3 hours by electric bike. The ferry 
ride from Seongsan Port on Jeju’s east coast 
takes about 15 minutes.

2. Marado Island
Marado Island is the southernmost island in 

South Korea. Its mostly flat landscape offers 
uninterrupted views of the land stretching out 
beneath a vast open sky. Only 500 meters wide 
and 1.3 kilometers long, the island can be explored 
at a leisurely pace in about an hour. Ferries from 
Unjin Port and Songaksan Port (Sanisudong Port) 
take approximately 30 minutes.

3. Biyangdo Island
Biyangdo Island located just off Hyeopjae Beach 

may be small, but is dotted with remarkable traces 
of volcanic activity including hornitos or lava 
chimneys as well as a massive volcanic bomb 
weighing around 10 tons. Visitors can walk the 
coastal trail around the island or climb Biyangbong 
Peak for sweeping views. The ferry ride from Hallim 
Port on Jeju’s west coast takes about 15 minutes.

This information is provided by the Korea Tourism Organization as a courtesy, and is not endorsed by or affiliated with the US Government.

Jeju International Airport

 Jeju Travel by Theme

Jeju International Airport (CJU) is the most 
convenient gateway for travelers heading to one of 
Korea’s most popular vacation destinations without 
connecting through Seoul. The airport handled a record 
3.02 million international passengers in 2025, providing 
easy access to attractions across the island. This guide 
highlights some of Jeju’s must-visit destinations along 
with nearby islands accessible by ferry.

Jeju International Airport is one of Korea’s busiest 
airports, handling more flights than any airport in 
the country except Incheon International Airport. As 
of July 2026, nonstop international services connect 
Jeju with 23 cities across six regions including 
China, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore. 
Domestic routes also link the island with major Korean 
cities such as Seoul, Incheon, and Busan. Popular 
attractions including Hyeopjae Beach, Jungmun Tourist 
Complex, and Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone are just 
approximately 1 to 1.5 hours away from the airport by 
public transportation.

As Korea’s leading island getaway, Jeju brings together distinctive volcanic landscapes and expansive seas as well as a unique 
culture embodied by the haenyeo, women divers who free-dive without breathing equipment to collect seafood. Discover the island’s 
top destinations by theme, from marine tourism along emerald-blue beaches and geotourism exploring UNESCO-recognized natural 
heritage and volcanic landscapes to culinary tourism featuring the cuisine of Jeju’s haenyeo.

Fly Direct to JEJU and Explore the Island

► Recommended Attractions

•	 Haenyeo’s Kitchen
At Haenyeo’s Kitchen, visitors can learn about Jeju haenyeo, 

which is inscribed on the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity List, while enjoying seafood gathered by the divers 
themselves. The Jongdal Branch pairs a live performance with 
a buffet, with the Bukchon Branch offering a multi-course 
seafood meal accompanied by immersive media art. Nearby, 
the Jeju Haenyeo Museum provides an in-depth look at the 
lives and traditions of Jeju’s haenyeo.

•	 Dongmun Traditional Market
Jeju Dongmun Traditional Market is the island’s largest 

traditional market with history spanning more than 80 years. 
Every evening, the area around Gate 8 comes alive with a 
night market offering trendy street foods such as black pork 
kimchi rolls and abalone gimbap.

•	 Seogwipo Maeil Olle Market
Located in Central Seogwipo, this lively year-round market 

also turns into a night market in the evening. A covered arcade 
spans the entire market, making it easy to explore even on 
rainy days. Visitors can enjoy everything from Jeju specialties 
such as omegitteok (millet rice cake) and hallabong juice to a 
wide variety of fresh seafood.

Nearby Islands Worth Visiting: Udo, Marado, and Biyangdo Islands

Haenyeo’s Kitchen Jongdal Branch

 Seogwipo Maeil Olle Market

Hamdeok Beach

Hyeopjae Beach

Hallasan Mountain Manjanggul Lava Tube
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Republic of Korea Air Force Academy cadets watch a display of fire engine capabilities during 
a tour at Kunsan Air Base, ROK, July 30, 2026. The visit provided an opportunity for the cadets 
to engage with U.S. Air Force and U.S. Marine Corps service members while showcasing the 
teamwork and readiness that strengthen our combined defense. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff 
Sgt. Cedrique Oldaker)▲

U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Ben Courter, Marine Unmanned Vehicle 
Squadron (VMU) 3 MQ-9 Reaper pilot, answers questions about 
the aircraft from a Republic of Korea Air Force Academy cadet 
during a tour at Kunsan Air Base, ROK, July 30, 2026. The tour 
reinforced the U.S.- ROK alliance, showing future ROKAF leaders 
the combined readiness and integrated defense capabilities that 
are vital to regional stability. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. 
Cedrique Oldaker)▼

Republic of Korea Air Force Academy 
cadets watch a fire engine ladder 
demonstration during a  tour  at 
Kunsan Air  Base,  ROK,  July  30, 
2026. ROKAF Academy cadets were 
invited to Kunsan AB to gain insight 
on the mission, interoperability 
and joint capabilities between the 
U.S. and ROK alliance and to tour 
base facilities and assets. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Staff Sgt. Cedrique 
Oldaker)▲
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to 
the 8th Fighter Wing and Republic 
of Korea Air Force Academy cadets 
gather for a group photo during a tour 
at Kunsan Air Base, ROK, July 30, 
2026. Cadets visited the Wolf Pack 
to explore joint capabilities, mission 
r e a d i n e s s  a n d  i n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y 
alongside U.S. Air Force and Marine 
Corps service members, reinforcing 
the enduring strength of the U.S.-
ROK Alliance and the future of our 
partnership. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Staff Sgt. Cedrique Oldaker)►

Republic of Korea Air Force Academy cadets examine a ROKAF F-16 
Fighting Falcon assigned to the ROKAF 35th Fighter Group during a 
tour of Kunsan Air Base, ROK, July 30, 2026. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Staff Sgt. Cedrique Oldaker)▲

ROKAF cadets gain insight of 
mission at Kunsan AB
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U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Stephanie OBrien, to the Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, Marine 
Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear Defense 
Chief and Staff Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of CBRN Response Platoon, conducts a pre-
brief as part of a joint-force CBRN response and decontamination training at Kunsan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, July 30, 2026. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Tabatha Chapman)▲

U.S. Marines, both assigned to the Marine Wing Support Squadron 
171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, complete 
simulated decontamination procedures as par t  of  a joint-
force Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear response and 
decontamination training at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 
30, 2026. During the training, service members were challenged with 
executing proper CBRN response and decontamination procedures 
while in a high-tempo training environment. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Tabatha Chapman)▼

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 8th Civil Engineer Squadron 
and U.S. Marines assigned to the Marine Group Support Squadron 
171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing simulate 
spraying a decontamination solution on a participant as part of a 
joint-force chemical, Biological, radiological, nuclear response 
and decontamination training at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, July 30, 2026. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman 
Tabatha Chapman)◄

A U.S. Marine, left, assigned to the Marine Wing Support Squadron 
171, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, and a U.S. 
Air Force Airman, right, assigned to the 8th Civil Engineer Squadron, 
call in a 9-line request to the Aviation Ground Support Operation 
Center as part of a joint-force chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear response and decontamination training at Kunsan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, July 30, 2026. A 9-line is a standardized, rapid 
radio message format used to request a casualty evacuation. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Senior Airman Tabatha Chapman)▲
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 8th Civil Engineer Squadron and 
U.S. Marines assigned to the Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, 
Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, carry a player 
with a simulated injury during a joint-force Chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear response and decontamination training at 
Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, July 30, 2026. During the 
scenario, participants were given detailed hands-on disciplines that 
provided opportunities to strengthen teamwork and accomplish the 
mission in stressful and high-tempo environments. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Tabatha Chapman)◄

MWSS-171 and Wolf Pack 
sustain joint-force CBRN training
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