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5 February 1918    Lt Stephen W. 

Thompson of Dayton, Ohio, scored the 

first official American aerial victory 
(flying as an American and not as part of 

a foreign service).  Since his American 

squadron had not yet started flying 

missions, Thompson visited a nearby 

French bombing squadron that day to observe 

preparations for a combat flight.  A French observer 

became ill and Thompson was invited to replace him.  Once inside German territory, 

Thompson’s Breguet bomber was attacked.  While defending it, Thompson shot down an 

Albatross fighter over Saarbrucken.  Because of Thompson's unique status on this mission, he 

was not granted credit for his victory during the war.  However, with the assistance of the 

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, he was finally granted official recognition for the 

victory in 1967. 

 

6 February 1922   Construction of Wheeler Field began when a detachment of 20 men started 

to clear land south of Schofield Barracks.  On 11 November of that year, the resulting airfield 

was named in honor of Major Sheldon H. Wheeler, former commander of Luke Field on Ford 

Island.  By the following summer, hangars and storage tanks were 

completed.  

 

6-14 February 1939   Maj Caleb V. Haynes commanded the XB-15 in 

a flight to Santiago, Chile, from Langley Field in 29 hours 53 minutes 

with 3,250 pounds of medical supplies for earthquake victims.  He 

was later awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for this mission. 

 

5 February 1942   The Hawaiian Air Force was redesignated as the 

7th Air Force, the Far East Air Force (formerly the Philippine Dept. AF) was redesignated as 

the 5th Air Force, and the Alaskan Air Force was redesignated as the 11th Air Force. 

 

1 February 1943   Navy crews in PBY-5 Catalina aircraft rescued Thirteenth Air Force 

Commander Maj. Gen. Nathan F. Twining and 14 others near the New Hebrides Islands.  

They were forced to ditch their plane on the way from Guadalcanal to Espiritu Santo and spent 

six days in life rafts. 

Breguet bomber 

Countdown to 7 December 1941. 

31 January 1941   Under Secretary Summer Welles recommended lend-lease.  “…in my 

judgment, the course which is least fraught with danger, and which is most likely to make it 

possible for the American people to stay out of war, is for this country to increase its 

production of armaments to such an extent as to make it possible for us to make available 
to Great Britain on an ever-increasing scale the armaments which she requires in order 

successfully to continue her war of self-defense." 
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3 February 1944   Col Philip Cochran led five P-51s on the first Air Commando attack on 

Japanese forces in the Chinese-Burma-India theater.  The 1st Air Commando Group was a self-

contained force of fighters, cargo planes, light aircraft, and support personnel.  With the motto 

"Anytime, Anywhere," the 1st ACG attacked the enemy from the air, resupplied British 

commandos, and airlifted injured soldiers out of battle. 

 

1 February 1952   The Air Force 

acquired its first general-purpose, 

high-speed digital computer.   

Delivered the following month, the 

vacuum-tube-based Universal 

Automatic Computer I (UNIVAC I) was 

the second government acquisition of 

this type computer, after the Census Bureau.  The circuitry that made up the original walk-in 

UNIVAC I (photo right) now fits on a fingertip. 

 

1 February 1957   The Boeing Airplane Company announced the delivery of the world’s first jet 

tanker to the USAF—the KC-135. 

 

1 February 1961   The ballistic missile early warning system (BMEWS) site at Thule, 

Greenland, became operational.  Subsequently, other sites became operational at Clear, Alaska, 

and Flyingdales in the United Kingdom.  Operated by NORAD, the system could provide the 

warning of an impending Soviet missile attack on the United States in time to respond.  

 

3 February 1961   After six months of tests, SAC initiated continuous 

airborne command post operations.  From this date, an airborne 

command post aircraft (left) was in the air continuously for more than 

29 years, logging more than 281,000 accident-free flying hours.  

Nicknamed “Looking Glass” from their mission to mirror ground-

based command, control, and communications, the EC-135 Airborne 

Command Post planes and their equipment gave SAC an ability to 

launch manned bombers and (after 2 February 1965) ICBMs in the 

event of a nuclear attack.  On 24 July 1990, Looking Glass ceased 

continuous airborne alert, but still remained on 24-hour ground or 

airborne alert.  With SAC’s inactivation on 1 June 1992, the Looking 

Glass mission was transferred to U.S. STRATCOM.  And on 1 October 1998, the aging EC-135s 

were replaced by Navy E-6B Mercury aircraft.  The 65th Airlift Squadron, Hickam AFB, flew its 

last EC-135K (#59-1518), known as Ol’ Smokey, on its final official flight on 2 February 2003. 

 

2 February 1962   The first USAF aircraft loss in South Vietnam occurred when a C-123 

Provider crashed while spraying defoliant on a Viet Cong ambush site.  The crew of three 

became the first Air Force fatalities in Vietnam. 
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Feb 05  #66-0152 preparing 

for New Zealand departure 

on last DEEP FREEZE 

mission. 

1 February 1965   The USAF assumed responsibility for ICBM and space vehicle support 

functions on the Pacific Missile Test Range from the U.S. Navy.  It assigned this responsibility 

to the Air Force Western Test Range, National Range Division, Air Force Systems Command. 

 

6 February 1967   North American Aerospace Defense Command’s Space Defense Center 

moved into Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado, completing the movement of all units into the 

hardened, underground command and control facility. 

 

2 February 1974   The General Dynamics YF-16 fighter 

prototype made its first official flight at Edwards AFB; it 

attained 400 mph and 30,000 feet in altitude.   Its actual first 

flight occurred accidentally during a high-speed taxi test on 

20 January.  While gathering speed, a roll-control oscillation 

caused a wingtip-mounted missile and then a stabilator to 

scrape the ground, and the aircraft began to veer off the 

runway.  The test pilot, Phil Oestricher, decided to lift off to avoid wrecking the prototype, and 

he safely landed it six minutes later.  The slight damage was quickly repaired and the official 

first flight occurred on time.  F-16 pilot training began at Luke AFB on 2 February 1983. 

 

3 February 1989   The SECDEF implemented a new anti-drug mission for the armed forces, 

including patrols by USAF fighters and airborne early warning systems over drug-trafficking 

corridors from South and Central America. 

 

31 January 1990   The Air National Guard’s rotational deployments to the Panama Canal 

(Operation CORONET COVE) ended after more than 11 years of duty defending the canal. 

Since early 1979, the Guard had flown more than 13,000 sorties and nearly 17,000 flying hours 

supporting this operation. 

 

6 February 1991   Capt. Robert R. Swain, Jr., of the 706th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Air Force 

Reserve, scored the first A-10 Thunderbolt II air-to-air kill by shooting down an Iraqi 

helicopter.  (See Los Angeles Times article for additional info.) 

 

4 February 2002   An unmanned aerial vehicle destroyed an enemy target for the first time 

when a remotely controlled MQ-1B Predator fired a Hellfire missile to kill a group of senior al 

Qaeda members in southeastern Afghanistan. 

 

4 February 2005   A 452nd Air Mobility Wing C-141C (#66-0152) 

from March Air Reserve Base, Calif., flew the last scheduled C-141 

Starlifter mission to McMurdo Research Station, Antarctica.  That 

flight ended 39 years of C-141 to support to Operation DEEP 

FREEZE.  In October 2005, support for McMurdo Research Station 

transferred to C-17s from McChord AFB, Wash. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1991-02-08/news/mn-937_1_air-combat

