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B-17 Flying Fortress 

20 December 1941   The Flying Tigers entered 
combat for the first time over Kunming, 
China.  During the war, Col Claire Chennault’s 
American Volunteer Group, flying P-40 
Warhawks, destroyed almost 300 enemy aircraft 
with a loss of only fourteen of their own.   The 
Tigers scored innovative tactical victories when 
the war news back home was mostly reports of 
battles lost to the Japanese.  Col Chennault would later attain the rank of Lieutenant General. 
 
25 December 1941   The Hawaiian Air Force Base Command was established at Hickam 
with four subordinate echelons—Hickam Field Base Command, Wheeler Field Base Command, 
Bellows Field Base Command, and the Hawaiian Air Depot (on Hickam).  This action separated 
Air Corps supply and service functions from tactical functions and operations. 
 
20 December 1944   The Women’s Airforce Service Pilot (WASP) program came to an end. 
Women pilots had ferried 77 types of aircraft, including the P-38 and F-5, P-39, P-40, P-63,  
C-54, C-46, and B-24s.  The women encountered many of the same flying conditions and 
problems faced by male pilots, sometimes guarding their own planes at under-staffed airfields 
and frequently flying open-cockpit planes in subzero weather. 
 
21 December 1944   Gen Henry H. Arnold became General of 
the Army (5 stars).  Instructed to fly by the Wright Brothers, 
Arnold fought the senior leaders of the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy to 
bring about the creation of an independent Air Force.  He rose to 
command the Army Air Forces immediately prior to U.S. entry into 
World War II and directed its expansion into the largest and most 
powerful air force in the world.  A strong believer in research and 
development, Arnold led the Air Force in the development of the 
intercontinental bomber, the jet fighter, the extensive use of radar, 
global airlift, and atomic warfare as mainstays of modern airpower.  
Later appointed as General of the Air Force, Arnold is the only 
officer to hold 5-star rank in two separate services. 

 
26 December 1944   Brig Gen Frederick W. Castle led some 2,000 
heavy bombers against German airfields.  On the way, an engine failed 
and his unescorted B-17 became a target to enemy fighters.  After his 
bomber sustained serious damage, he ordered the crew to bail out while 
he remained at the controls.  Another enemy attack caused the right wing 
gas tanks to explode, and the bomber crashed with the General still inside.  

For this sacrifice, he received the Medal of Honor.  Castle AFB (Castle Airport), in CA, was 
named in his honor. 
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26 December 1944    Maj Thomas B. McGuire, Jr., reached 38 aerial victories in the Pacific 
theater by shooting down four enemy planes.  That made him the second leading ace in World 
War II.   He died in combat 12 days later.  McGuire AFB was named in his honor. 

 
20 December 1950   In December 1950, Communist Chinese military units driving UN forces 
from North Korea approached the South Korean capital of Seoul.  The commander of Combat 
Cargo Command, Lt Gen William Tunner, agreed to airlift the orphans from Kimpo Airfield near 
Seoul to Cheju Do.  Twelve C-54s of the 61st Troop Carrier Group (stationed at Ashiya AB, 
Japan) airlifted 806 South Korean orphans from Kimpo to Cheju-Do off the South Korean coast 
in Operation CHRISTMAS KIDLIFT. 

20 December 1950   The U.N. Command imposed censorship on all news media covering the 
war in Korea.  The decision was made after the New York Times revealed on December 18th 
that F-86 Saber jets, the fastest planes in the Air Force at 670 miles per hour in straight flight, 
had gone into action on December 17th, downing a MIG-15 over North Korea.  The Air Force 
said it had asked all news outlets not to reveal the F-86's entry into the war. 

22 December 1956   Severe winter weather had led to crop failures and famine in Japan’s 
northernmost major island of Hokkaido.  After hearing of a “Rice for Hokkaido,” campaign,  
Maj Gen Russell L. Waldron, Commander of the 315th Air Division, at Tachikawa AB, Honshu, 
sponsored an airlift of rice from Honshu to Hokkaido.  Dubbed Project Gohan (gohan being the 
Japanese word for rice), the operation involved three 315th Air Division aircraft: two C-119 
Flying Boxcars and one C-54 Skymaster.  Gen Waldron piloted the C-54 himself.  By the end of 
the operation, the three airplanes had transported 21 tons of rice from Tachikawa AB to Chitose 
AB in Hokkaido.  Interestingly, earlier in his career, Gen Waldron had commanded the 31st 
Bombardment Squadron at Hickam Field during the Japanese attack on 7 December 1941. 
 
23 December-23 January 1966   In Operation 
BLUE LIGHT, Military Airlift Command (MAC) 
transported the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, 
from Hickam AFB, Hawaii to Pleiku, South 
Vietnam, to offset communist forces in the area.  
The airlift included 231 C-141 sorties to move 3,000 
troops and 4,700 tons of equipment.  At the time, it 
was the largest airlift of equipment and troops into a 
combat zone.  (The 25th ID “Hawaii Lightning 
News,” in January 1966, published this photo 
captioned: “A C-141 “Starlifter” awaits takeoff, 
fully loaded with men and equipment of the combat-
bound 3rd Bde, on way to record setting operation 
“Blue Light.”). 
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C-7 Caribou Association Photo 
(http:www.c-7acaribou.com) 

 

A JASSM with an  
F-16 chase aircraft 

 

Banda Aceh, Indonesia, 
before and after the tsunami 

Christmastime 1969   The 459th Tactical Airlift Squadron, 
fellow squadron with the 535th TAS in Vietnam, painted a C-7 
Caribou in what became known as “Santa Bou.” 
 
22 December 1997   With the simultaneous turning of seven 
keys, the last Minuteman II missile silo was destroyed.  The 
site, commonly known as Hotel-11, was located north of 
Dederick, Missouri, more than 90 miles southwest of Whiteman 
AFB.  The implosion of the silo of this Cold War icon was accomplished in accordance with the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) of 31 July 1991.  Since the retirement of the 
Peacekeeper force, the Minuteman III is now the only deployed ICBM in the USAF inventory. 
 
21 December 2000   At Edwards AFB, Boeing's X-32A Joint Strike Fighter concept plane 
made its first supersonic flight, when Lt Col Edward Cabrera, the Air Force's lead X-32 test 
pilot, took the jet to 30,000 feet and exceeded Mach 1 (660 mph). 

 
26 December 2001   The Pentagon approved the low-rate initial 
production of the Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff Missile (JASSM).  
JASSM was designed to be launched outside the range of enemy air 
defenses against both fixed and relocatable targets.  After launch, it 
could fly autonomously over a low-level, circuitous route—guided 
by inertial navigation with updating from a global positioning 
system.  Target recognition and terminal homing was accomplished 
via an imaging infrared seeker.  
 
 
 

26 December 2004   A 9.0 earthquake occurred with 
an epicenter in the Indian Ocean, about 65 miles south 
of Sumatra.  The earthquake triggered an enormous 
tsunami with 30-foot waves that struck the coasts of 13 
nations killing at least 300,000 people, and leaving 
about three to five million in South Asia and Southeast 
Asia without clean water, food, shelter, and sanitation.  
The U.S. responded with a massive humanitarian aid 
mission called Operation UNIFIED ASSISTANCE.  
By the end of the operation on 23 February 2005, 
AMC aircraft had flown 106 missions to airlift 2,768 
passengers and 3,370 short tons of cargo to 
Bandaranaike IAP in Colombo, Sri Lanka, U-Tapao 
AB, Thailand, and Banda Aceh and Jakarta IAPs in 
Indonesia. 


