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OPR:  PACAF/HO 

27 Oct 1919    A board led by the Director of the Air Service, Maj Gen Charles T. 
Menoher, released a report that rejected Congressional proposals for an 
independent air force.  Menoher asked the War Department to silence Billy 
Mitchell’s public calls for an independent air force, but that did not happen.  
Menoher resigned in October 1921, and was replaced by Maj Gen Mason Patrick. 
 

25 Oct 1925    The court-martial of 
Brigadier General Billy Mitchell began.  
Frustrated for years by the mismanagement 
of airpower, Mitchell was outraged when the 
Navy dirigible Shenandoah crashed despite 
her commander’s pleas that the flight be 
cancelled due to bad weather.  The 
commander was among the 14 deaths in the 
crash.  Mitchell publicly accused senior 
military leaders of incompetence and 
"almost treasonable administration of the 
national defense."  On 17 December, he was 

found guilty of insubordination and sentenced to five years’ suspension from active duty.  On 
February 1926, Mitchell resigned his commission.  During the trial, Mitchell championed the 
cause of air power as a separate entity. 
 
29 October 1934  Australia’s Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith and 
Captain P.G. Taylor arrived at Wheeler Field en route to 
California on the world’s first west-east trans-Pacific flight, from 
Australia to the United States.  They flew their Lockheed Altair 
aircraft, Lady Southern Cross, reversing the route flown six years 
earlier in the first trans-Pacific flight from California to Australia. 
 
26 October 1940    The NA-73 (P-51 Mustang prototype) flew for the first time at Mines Field 
near Los Angeles.  Following British specifications, the company designed and built the 
prototype in just 117 days.  The NA-73 was faster than the P-40 or the British Spitfire.  This was 
primarily due to the advanced aerodynamics of its “laminar flow” wing, which produced a very 
smooth airflow over the wing and thus very low drag at high speeds. 
 

28 October 1941    The Philippine Department Air Force was redesignated as 
the Far East Air Force, while at Nichols Field, Philippines Islands, under the 
command of Maj Gen Lewis Hyde Brereton.  In 1942, this organization was 
redesignated as the Fifth Air Force.  (NOTE: the Far East Air Force is not linked 
to the Far East Air Forces that were organized in Australia in 1944, and later 
became PACAF.) 
 

Gen Brereton on the  
cover of TIME,  

4 May 1942 
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27 Oct 1954   Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., became the first African-
American general officer in the Air Force.  Davis was the first 
African-American to graduate from West Point in the 20th 
century (Class of 1936).  After graduation, Davis served in the 
infantry and taught military science at Tuskegee until May 1941 
when he transferred to the Air Corps.  He earned his wings in 
March 1942.  Davis advanced rapidly and assumed command of 
the 332nd Fighter Group—“Tuskegee Airmen.”  During World 
War II, he and his men flew P-40s and P-51s in combat.  Davis 

himself earned the Silver Star.  After military segregation ended in 1948, Davis attended Air War 
College, served in the Pentagon, and commanded a fighter wing at Suwon during the Korean 
War.  After that, Davis was assigned as Vice Commander of 13th Air Force, and Commander of 
Air Task Force 13 (Provisional) at Taipei, Taiwan.  More assignments followed, including 
command of 13th Air Force during the Vietnam War.  Davis retired from the service as a 
Lieutenant General on 1 Feb 1970, and was advanced to General on 9 Dec 1998 by President Bill 
Clinton.  General Davis died 4 July 2002, in Washington D.C. 
 
31 Oct 1959    The first nuclear-equipped Atlas ICBM went on alert at Vandenberg AFB, 
California. 
 

27 Oct 1962   Cuban Missile Crisis/First Air Force Cross.  Major Rudolf 
Anderson, Jr., flying a U-2 reconnaissance mission over Cuba, was shot 
down by an SA-2 missile.  Maj Anderson died when shrapnel decompressed 
his pressure suit at high altitude.  He received the first Air Force Cross 
posthumously by direction of President John F. Kennedy.  (By regulation, 
the Bronze Star was then the highest combat decoration that could be made 
for Cold War action.)  The photographs provided by Maj Anderson and 
other Air Force pilots “rallied worldwide support behind the U.S. refusal to 
allow Soviet nuclear-armed missiles in the western hemisphere.” (Air Force 
Magazine, Dec 1995.) 

 
29 October 1963   General Curtis E. LeMay, CSAF, congratulated the 18th Tactical Fighter 
Wing at Kadena AB for its record conversion from F-100 to F-105 aircraft under combat 
conditions and for passing the subsequent operational readiness inspection. 
 
29 Oct 1965   Project LONG SHOT, the first underground nuclear explosion in Alaska, was the 
third in a series of underground tests aimed at providing a means for detecting and locating secret 
underground nuclear tests.  The Defense Advanced Research Agency detonated an 80-kiloton 
nuclear device 2,300 feet below the surface of Amchitka Island, selected because of its remote 
location and the fact that it was in an earthquake prone area.  One of the desired results of the test 
was the differentiation of an underground nuclear explosion from an earthquake.   
 

http://www.airforce-magazine.com/MagazineArchive/Pages/1995/December%201995/1295valor.aspx�
http://www.airforce-magazine.com/MagazineArchive/Pages/1995/December%201995/1295valor.aspx�
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31 October 1965   SAC accepted its first 10 Minuteman II missiles, assigning them to Grand 
Forks AFB.  The Minuteman II could be fired from the same silos as the Minuteman I. 
 
27 October 1970   Rough seas forced the merchant ship Tong Lam aground about 200 miles west 
of Luzon in the Philippines.  The Thirteenth Air Force’s Joint Rescue Coordination Center 
notified the 31st Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (31 ARRS) at Clark AB.  The unit’s 
HH–3E Jolly Green Giant helicopters responded and hoisted 39 shipwreck survivors to safety. 
 
26 October 1974   Rockwell rolled out the first B-1 at Palmdale. 
 
26 Oct 1979    President Park Chung Hee of the Republic of Korea was shot and killed by the 
chief of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency.  Martial law was declared in Korea, and U.S. 
forces were placed in a moderate state of alert. 
 
28 October – 18 December 1995   In an operation called VIGILANT SENTINEL, the Air Force 
first tested the air expeditionary force concept, deploying F–16s to Bahrain. 
 
26 October 2001   The DoD chose Lockheed-Martin 
over Boeing to build the Joint Strike Fighter.  The Air 
Force, Navy, and Marine Corps planned to purchase 
thousands of the stealthy aircraft, designated the F-35.   
 
25-27 October 2004    The United States, Australia, France, Japan, and 18 other nations conduct 
a Proliferation Security Initiative exercise, “Team Samurai 04,”  off the coast of Japan near 
Sagumi Bay, practicing joint maritime interdiction.  It was first PSI interdiction exercise Japan 
hosted.  North Korea criticized the exercise as an attempt to "to isolate and stifle" the North.  
 
24 Oct 2006    Two B-52 Stratofortress bombers of the 23rd Expeditionary Bomb Squadron 
completed a long-range training sortie from Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, to Australia's 
Delamere Air Weapons Range in the Northern Territory.  This Green Lightning sortie was only 
the second of its kind, continuing a long standing and mutually beneficial program of combined 
training initiatives and exercises between the United States and Australia, according to an 
Australian Defense Force media statement. 
 
27 October 2006    The USAF rolled out the 747-400F 
Airborne Laser aircraft in Wichita, Kansas.  The ABL 
objective is to use a high-energy, chemical oxygen iodine 
laser (COIL) mounted on a modified 747-400F to intercept 
theater ballistic missiles in their boost phase.   


