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23 October 1909   Wilbur Wright gave Lt Benjamin D. Foulois his 

first flying lesson.  Foulois (pronounced Foo-loy) was an observer on 

Orville Wright’s record-breaking flight of 30 June, and Foulois had 

hoped to take flight instruction directly from the Wright brothers.  

When the Signal Corps ordered him to France for an international 

meeting on aeronautics, Lt. Frederick E. Humphreys replaced him in 

the training program.  Returning in October, Foulois got one hour of 

instruction before Humphreys and Lt. Frank P. Lahm became the first 

Army officers to solo in a Wright airplane on 26 October.  As cold 

weather set in, Foulois was sent to Fort Sam Houston and ordered to 

―teach yourself to fly.‖  Foulois did just that, writing letters to the 

Wright brothers in order to correct his mistakes.  Foulois achieved many firsts in military 

aviation and made major improvements to early flying machines, including seat belts, wireless 

communications and wheels instead of skids.  (Photo above is Lt Foulois with Orville Wright.) 

 Foulois, like Billy Mitchell and other early airpower theorists, predicted the dominant 

role of airpower in warfare.  The two men were strong-willed rivals and clashed often, but both 

fought to promote airpower—Mitchell to the public at large and Foulois specifically to Congress.  

Both men served as chief of the air service in Europe during 1918.  Foulois rose to become Chief 

of the Air Corps, promoting airpower and especially long-range bombers such as the B-17 and 

B-24 during a time of economic hardships and severe budget cuts.  Foulois accurately predicted 

the rise of German airpower prior to World War II. 

 

25 Oct 1925 The court-martial of Brigadier General Billy Mitchell began.  Frustrated for 

years by the mismanagement of airpower, Mitchell was outraged when the Navy dirigible 

Shenandoah crashed despite her commander’s pleas that the flight be cancelled due to bad 

weather.  The commander was among the 14 deaths in the crash.  Mitchell publicly accused 

senior military leaders of 

incompetence and "almost 

treasonable administration of 

the national defense."
 
 On 17 

December, he was found guilty 

of insubordination and 

sentenced to five years’ 

suspension from active duty.  

On February 1926, Mitchell 

resigned his commission.  

During the trial, Mitchell 

championed the cause of air 

power as a separate entity.  

(Photo at right is General 

Mitchell at his court martial.) 

 

http://www.af.mil/shared/media/photodb/photos/021002-O-9999G-023.jpg
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19 Oct 1940 The Hawaiian Air Force was established.   

It was activated on 1 November 1940 at Fort Shafter, Territory of 

Hawaii, and assigned to the Hawaiian Department, U.S. Army.  

The Hawaiian Air Force motto was the Hawaiian phrase Ku Kiai 

(―On Guard‖ – emblem at right).  The Hawaiian AF was moved 

to Hickam Field in July 1941, and was redesignated as 7th Air 

Force on 5 February 1942.   

 

21 October 1942   Lieutenant Anne G. Fox, head nurse at Hickam Station Hospital, became 

the first woman to be awarded a Purple Heart ―for outstanding performance of duty and 

meritorious acts of extraordinary fidelity 

and essential service‖ during the 7 

December 1941 attack.  The War 

Department later changed the rules 

governing the Purple Heart to require 

wounding in action, and Lt. Fox’s 

Purple Heart was replaced with a 

Bronze Star.   

     The photo at left is of the Hickam 

Hospital nurses arriving on Oahu in 

November, 1941.  These are the nurses 

who tended the wounded during the 7 

December 1941 attack.  Lt Anne Fox is 

fifth from left. 

 

20-23 October 1950   In the first airborne operation of the Korean War, more than 100 C–

119s and C–47s dropped some 4,000 troops of the Army’s 187th Airborne Regimental Combat 

Team and over 600 tons of materiel at Sukchon and Sunchon, 30 miles north of Pyongyang. 

 

20 October 1961   PROJECT PIPE STEM.  The 15th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 

deployed four RF-101s to Tan Son Nhut AB.  They flew 67 reconnaissance sorties over South 

Vietnam and Laos, developing their photographs 

by a photo-processing unit they brought with 

them. These aircraft were the first PACAF 

aircraft deployed to South Vietnam.  Another 

four RF-101s from the 45th TRS deployed to Don 

Muang, Thailand, along with their photo 

processing unit, in November under the name 

ABLE MABLE.  By the end of 1961 the unit had 

flown 130 missions, and the deployment 

continued into 1962.  (See photo, right, of an RF-

101A over Vietnam, 1967, courtesy NMUSAF).   
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22 Oct 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.  DEFCON 3 was declared worldwide due to the crisis.  On 

24 October, PACAF deployed six F-100s to Osan AB to beef up forces in Korea. 

 

24 Oct 1967 The main fighter airfield in 

North Vietnam, Phuc Yen, was attacked by 

USAF and USN aircraft.  This was the first 

strike against Phuc Yen – North Vietnamese 

airbases had previously been ―off-limits‖ as 

targets.  Twelve MiGs were damaged or 

destroyed and one runway was rendered 

unserviceable.  During the attack, the Air 

Force downed its 69th MiG (See photo of 

MiGs at Phuc Yen airfield, right).  

 

 

24 October – 3 November 1983    In Operation URGENT FURY, American military forces 

raided the Caribbean island of Grenada to evacuate U.S. citizens, restore democracy, and 

eliminate a hostile Cuban/Soviet base.  MAC and Air Force Reserve C–5, C–141 and C–130 

aircraft flew 496 missions to transport 11,389 passengers and 7,709 tons of cargo to Grenada.  

SAC tankers and TAC fighters, as well as 

ANG EC–130Es, supported the operation.  

During the operation, Lt. Col. James L. 

Hobson, Jr., USAF, led a flight of MC–130 

Hercules aircraft that successfully 

completed an airborne assault on Point 

Salinas, dropping paratroopers at the exact 

planned time over target in a hail of 

antiaircraft fire.  For his actions in assuming 

the assault lead from a disabled aircraft, Lt. 

Col. Hobson earned the Mackay Trophy.  

Major General Hobson commanded Air Force Special Operations Command from 1994 to 1997. 

 

25-27 October 2004 The United States, Australia, France, Japan, and 18 other nations 

conducted a Proliferation Security Initiative exercise, “Team Samurai 04,‖ off the coast of 

Japan near Sagumi Bay, practicing joint maritime interdiction.  It was first PSI interdiction 

exercise Japan hosted.  North Korea criticized the exercise as an attempt to "to isolate and stifle" 

the North.  

 


