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17 September 1908 Lt Thomas E. Selfridge (see painting, right), 
flying as a passenger with Orville Wright, died when the Wright 
Flyer crashed at Fort Myer. This was the world’s first fatal 
airplane accident. Wright also received serious injuries.  Battery 
Selfridge, a coastal artillery installation at Fort Kamehameha 
(Hickam AFB), was named after Lt Selfridge.   
 
15 September 1938 Hickam Field was officially activated.  It 
was the principal army airfield in Hawaii and the only one large 
enough to accommodate the B-17 bomber. 
 
20 September 1941 Today’s Fifth Air Force traces its beginnings to the Philippine 
Department Air Force that activated on 20 September 1941 at Nichols Field, Luzon.  The 
Philippine AF was redesignated as the 5th Air Force in February 1942. 
 
18 September 1942 The 5th Air Force was redesignated as the Fifth Air Force and assigned 
to the Southwest Pacific Area in November 1942. 
 
18 September 1947 USAF was born as an independent service. At 12:00 p.m. on 18 
September 1947, Stuart Symington took the oath of office as the first Secretary of the United 
States Air Force.  Later that day the new service secretary, along with General Carl A. “Tooey” 
Spaatz, sent a jubilant wire to General Henry H.  “Hap” Arnold announcing that “at long last the 
US Air Force came into being at noon today.” (See photo below, W. Stuart Symington, former 
Assistant Secretary of War for Air, takes the oath of office as Secretary of the Air Force from 
Chief Justice Fred Vincent. Left to right are: Secretary Symington, Secretary of the Army 
Kenneth C. Royall, Secretary of National Defense James N. Forrestal, Chief Justice Vincent and 
Secretary of the Navy John Sullivan). 
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18 September 1947 The Hawaii Air National Guard became a reserve component of the 
newly constituted USAF and received additional aircraft. 
 
18 September 1948   At Muroc Dry Lake, California, Convair 
pilot Sam Shannon made the first flight in an experimental XF–
92A—the first true delta-wing aircraft (at right). Born out of a 
USAAF proposal for a supersonic interceptor, the AF-92 was 
made possible by advances in jet engines. The design came from 
German aeronautical engineer Alexander Lippisch, who had been 
brought to the U.S. under Operation Paperclip. The XF-92 design 
led to the F-102 and F-106 fighters and the B-58 bomber. 
 
17 September 1967 SAMs Fired at B-52s. Two SAMs were 
fired at a formation of three B-52s in the Tally Ho/DMZ area. This was the first use of SAMs so 
far south against B-52s. Two more attempts to down a B-52 were made during the year without 
success. 
 
18 September 1967 From 17-18 September, 1967, more than 360 evacuees from Wake Island, 
which was devastated by Typhoon Sarah, were transported aboard MAC aircraft to Hickam 
AFB.  All base agencies rendered maximum assistance.  A reception center was set up in Hangar 
5; the dining hall provided meals to the arrivals; the Exchange Service authorized purchase of 
necessities by evacuees at Hickam; and Family Services, Red Cross, and other volunteers 
worked around the clock to assist incoming personnel. 
 
12-20 September 1980  Pacific West.  Immediately following Exercise Pacific Consort (26 
August – 11 September 1980),  PACAF sent two F-15s and one E-3A in a series of visits to New 
Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand to demonstrate the capabilities of  the MAJCOM’s 
new aircraft.  The tour was very successful, and concluded on 20 September. 
 
19 September 1983 Lieutenant General Arnold W. Braswell, commander-in-chief of 
PACAF since 8 June 1981, retired.  He was replaced as CINCPACAF on 8 October by General 
Jerome F. O’Malley. 
 
16 September 1985 The Secretary of the Interior designated Hickam AFB as a National 
Historic Landmark, recognizing it as one of the nation's most significant historic resources 
associated with World War II in the Pacific.  A bronze plaque reflecting Hickam's "national 
significance in commemorating the history of the United States of America" took its place 
among other memorials surrounding the base flagpole.  Dominating the area is a large bronze 
tablet engraved with the names of those who died as a result of the 7 December 1941 attack. 
Other reminders of the attack can be seen at Hickam today, including the tattered American flag 
that flew over the base that morning.  It is encased and on display in the lobby of the Pacific Air 
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Forces Headquarters building, where bullet-scarred walls have been carefully preserved as a 
constant reminder to never again be caught unprepared. 
 
14-30 September 1995  The Air Force airlifted more than 30 tons of medical supplies from 
Charleston Air Force Base, South Carolina, to Hanoi, Vietnam, marking the first USAF 
humanitarian-airlift mission to Vietnam since 1975. 
 
15 September 1997 From 14 to 15 September 1997 eight C-17s set the distance record for an 
airdrop when they flew 7,897 nautical miles from the United States to a drop zone in 
Kazakhstan during Exercise CENTRAZBAT (Central Asian Battalion) 97 on a mission lasting 
19 hours and 23 minutes. The drop of Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uzbek, and American paratroops was  
facilitated by 3 air refuelings from a tanker fleet consisting of 9 KC-10s and 11 KC-135s. 
Sixteen airlift missions to Tashkent, Uzbekistan, supported the airdrop phase of the exercise. The 
exercise was designed to enhance regional cooperation and increase interoperability among 
NATO and Partnership for Peace countries of the former Soviet Union. 
 
17 September 2005 A Hickam C-17 Globemaster departed for Majuro, Marshall Islands, 
bringing much-needed supplies and medicine to hospital staff and patients after a fire ravaged the 
capital city’s hospital.  With less than 24 hours of medicine on hand at the city’s only hospital, 
time was of the essence. At 8:10 p.m. the same day, the Hickam C-17 returned, having delivered 
the critical lifesaving medicine in time, less than 20 hours after the need became known.  
 
19 September 2006  In Thailand, a group of top military officers overthrew the caretaker 
administration of democratically-elected Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in a non-violent 
coup d'etat.  The coup leaders also repealed the 1997 constitution and abolished both houses of 
parliament.  In August 2007, a majority of Thai voters approved a new constitution drafted by an 
assembly appointed by the coup leaders.   
 
22 September 2006 The Air Force Memorial's 
stainless steel spires were finished with the 
placement of the top segment of spire number 
one, providing the first complete view of the 
memorial's design.  Reaching a height of 270 feet 
and located on a promontory overlooking 
Arlington Cemetery, the memorial has 
transformed the greater Washington, D.C., skyline 
and provides visitors with a commanding view of 
the nation's Capitol.  The memorial was dedicated 
to the nation on 14 October 2006.  (See photo 
below of the spires being completed at left, and 
Keith Ferris’ painting, “The Air Force Memorial,” depicting the memorial as it appears, above 
right). 


