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1 March 1913 INCOME TAX. The 16th amendment took effect initiating U.S. federal income
tax. On the following day, flying pay was first authorized for military aviators, who received a
35 percent bonus over base pay.

24 Feb 1914 Pusher aircraft condemned.
Due to the large proportion of deaths in pusher
airplane accidents, an Army board at the Signal
Corps Aviation School condemned all such
aircraft. On these aircraft, the engine was
mounted behind the pilot, and the propeller
behind the engine. In a crash, the power plant
was almost certain to break loose from its
mountings and crush the pilot.

1-4 Mar 1943 Battle of the Bismarck Sea. Crews of the Fifth Air Force and the Royal
Australian Air Force flying out of Port Moresby, New Guinea attacked a Japanese convoy aimed
at relieving their forces in New Guinea. Combining the innovation of skip-bombing and heavily
armed B-25s with forward and 5|de flrlng .50- callber guns, the Allied forces wreaked havoc on
i 7 the Japanese convoy of eight troop
| transports, eight destroyers, and two
| cruisers. Out of 6,900 Japanese troops who
| were badly needed in New Guinea, only
| about 800 made it to Lae. As General
Kenney later reported, "In the space of
twelve minutes, we had destroyed or
damaged 114,000 tons of Japanese shipping,
shot down or destroyed on the ground
eighty-five airplanes.” (See AAC photo of
3d Bomb Group attacking Japanese
shipping, March 1943).

26 Feb 1945 Lt. Gen. Millard F. Harmon, commanding general, Army Air Forces, Pacific
Ocean Areas, disappeared on a flight over the Pacific.

27 Feb 1947 Longest non-stop un-refueled flight by a fighter aircraft. Lt. Col. Robert
Thacker (pilot) and Lt. John M. Ard (copilot) set the record for the longest nonstop flight by a
propeller-driven fighter aircraft when they flew “Betty Jo,” a modified (no guns or armor) P-82B
Twin Mustang some 5,051 miles from Hickam Field to LaGuardia Airport in New York City, in
14 hours and 33 minutes. The crew started with 2,215 gallons of fuel and landed with only 60
gallons left.
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1 March 1950 Boeing turned over the first production B-47A Stratojet bomber to the Air
Force. (B-47 photo at right.) The B-47
program originally came from a World
War Il requirement for a jet bomber and
reconnaissance aircraft that could reach
Nazi Germany in the event that Great
Britain fell. The eventual design of the
aircraft was heavily influenced by the
examination of captured German aircraft
technology, especially the advantages of
swept wings.

24 Feb 1952 Wheeler AFB was reactivated following a period of minimum caretaker status
since 1949. This reactivation was part of the Air Force expansion during the Korean Conflict.

1 March 1953 Total Force Concept. The Air Guard’s 138th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron at
Syracuse, New York, and 194th Fighter-Bomber Squadron at Hayward, California, began an
experimental augmentation of Air Defense Command’s runway alert program. This was the
beginning of what would become the Air Force’s total-force approach to reserve components’
utilization and training.

28 Feb 1959 The Air Force successfully launched the Discoverer | satellite into polar orbit
from Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. A polar orbit allows a satellite to fly over all
surface points because of Earth’s rotation.

26 Feb 1960 US Missile Launch. On 26 February a TM-61C Matador tactical missile was
successfully launched from Pad 1, Osan Air Base, Korea. The missile failed to destruct on
command and was shot down by an F-100D chase plane which fired a Sidewinder missile.

23 Feb 1967 End of the Charging Sparrow test program. The AIM-7 was a radar-guided
air-to-air missile first developed shortly after World War
[1. During the Vietnam war, the AIM-7D/E had been
virtually useless against maneuvering fighter-size targets,
especially at low altitude. The Charging Sparrow
program was designed to evaluate the Sparrow missile
capabilities of the Southeast Asia fighter force, and it
required that every F-4C aircraft launch an AIM-7 against
an aerial target. The results indicated only two thirds of the F-4C force could successfully
launch an AIM-7, and that only 80 percent of the missiles met functional requirements. The
AIM-T7F joined the Air Force inventory in 1976 as an almost completely new missile, and each
new Sparrow version substantially improved the missile’s performance.
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24 Feb 1967 Medals of Honor. Flying an unarmed and unarmored O-1 Bird
Dog aircraft near Di Linh, South Vietnam, forward air controller Capt. Hilliard
A. Wilbanks, USAF, attacked a large body of Vietcong, who had ambushed a
smaller force of South Vietnamese rangers. Repeatedly flying over the enemy
force, Captain Wilbanks used smoke rockets and an M-16 rifle to slow the
enemy advance until U.S. fighters could arrive to protect the rangers. Wilbanks
was shot down and died during his evacuation, earning the Medal of Honor.

Two years later, on 24 Feb 1969, an enemy mortar shell struck an AC-47 gunship on
which A1C John L. Levitow served as loadmaster during a night
mission in South Vietnam. Although seriously wounded and stunned,
Airman Levitow flung himself on a smoking magnesium flare that was
rolling in the cargo compartment, dragged it to an open cargo door, and
threw it out of the aircraft. Almost immediately the flare ignited. For
this selfless heroism, Levitow became the fourth enlisted airman to win
the Medal of Honor and the only enlisted airman to win the nation’s
highest military honor in Vietnam.

1 March 1973 Fairchild-Republic received a contract for the A-10, the first U.S. Air Force
aircraft designed primarily for close air support (CAS). See photo below.

Large numbers of aircraft were shot down by ground fire in Vietnam, and the Air Force
was criticized for neglecting the CAS mission. Military helicopters of the time carried only
antipersonnel weapons which were ill-suited for use against armor. Fighters of the day flew too
fast and lacked an effective gun to engage small, hardened battlefield targets. They also
consumed fuel too quickly to loiter in the battle area. In 1967, the Air Force initiated a design
study for a low cost attack aircraft that would have long loiter time, low-speed maneuverability,
massive cannon firepower, and extreme survivability.
The study concluded that the ideal aircraft would
combine the heavy armor and powerful guns of the
Soviet Ilyushin IL-2 and the German Henschel HS-
129 of World War Il with the ordnance capacity,
loiter time and low altitude maneuverability of the
Douglas A-1 Skyraider. In May 1970, the USAF
issued a revised request for proposals as the threat of
Soviet armored forces and all weather attack
operations became more serious.

On 26 February 1974, the A-10A prototype fired its GAU-8/A gun for the first time
during an inflight test at Edwards AFB.

26 Feb 1980 Exercise RIMPAC 80. PACAF hosted and participated in the first multinational
exercise, RIMPAC 80, in Hawaiian waters. The exercise included Japanese forces.

OPR: PACAF/HO



A b
\/ This Week in USAF and PACAF History

< ’ 23 February — 1 March 2009

U.S. AIR FORCE

24 Feb 1991 DESERT STORM Ground Offensive. After more than a month of air strikes
that severely weakened Iraqgi forces, the U.S.-led coalition launched a ground offensive from
Saudi Arabia. C—130s had already airlifted elements of the Army XVIII Airborne Corps from
eastern Saudi Arabia to Rafha, on the Saudi-Iragi border. Flying more than 300 sorties a day in
10-minute intervals, the C—130s delivered 13,843 troops and 9,396 tons of cargo. This
movement enabled coalition forces to encircle Iraq’s Republican Guard in what Gen. Norman
Schwarzkopf, combatant commander of US Central Command, described as the “Hail Mary
maneuver.” Within 100 hours, coalition ground forces, coupled with continued air attacks,
totally overwhelmed the Iraqi ground troops. Between February 24 and 28, the Air Force flew
3,000 reconnaissance, close air support, and interdiction sorties.

Operation DESERT STORM ended on 28 February at 0800 hours with a coalition-
declared cease-fire. During the war, coalition forces released approximately 16,000 precision-
guided munitions against Iragi forces and dropped some 210,000 unguided bombs. In 42 days of
around-the-clock operations, USAF aircraft flew 59 percent of the nearly 110,000 combat
sorties. U.S. aerial strength of approximately 1,990 aircraft comprised 75 percent of the total
coalition air power. Extensive use of satellite technology during DESERT STORM persuaded
some USAF leaders subsequently to refer to the operation as the “first space war.”

28 Feb 1994 Operation DENY FLIGHT. Two F-16 Fighting Falcons from the 526 FS, 86th
Wing, at Ramstein AFB shot down four Serbian J-21 Jastreb-Galeb attack aircraft over Bosnia.
In accordance with the rules of engagement, the F-
16s ordered the Serbian aircraft to "land or exit the
No-Fly Zone or be engaged.” The Serbian aircraft
ignored the orders, dropped bombs, and were
engaged by the F-16s. This action was the first aerial
combat in NATO history. (Photo at left is a J-21
Jastreb of Armed Forces of Bosnia-Herzegovina.)

23 Feb 1998 B-2s deployed overseas for the first time, flying from Whiteman Air Force
Base, Missouri, to Andersen Air Force Base, Guam.

28 Feb 1998 The RQ-4 Global Hawk first flew. This new unmanned aerial vehicle, designed
for high-altitude, long-range, long-endurance reconnaissance missions, took off from Edwards
AFB, California, on a 56-minute flight. The aircraft, with a wingspan of 116 feet, was built to
fly at an altitude of up to 65,000 feet and photograph an area the size of Kentucky in 24 hours.

1 March 2002 Operation ENDURING FREEDOM / ANACONDA. The US and its coalition
partners launched Operation ANACONDA in eastern Afghanistan. Using B-52s, B-1s, AC-
130s, A-10s, and F-15s for air support, the coalition ground operation tried to surround and Kill
Taliban and al Qaeda forces regrouping south of Gardez.
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