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23 October 1909   Wilbur Wright gave Lt Benjamin D. Foulois his 
first flying lesson.  Foulois (pronounced Foo-loy) was an observer on 
Orville Wright’s record-breaking flight of 30 June, and Foulois had 
hoped to take take flight instruction directly from the Wright brothers.  
When the Signal Corps ordered him to France for an international 
meeting on aeronautics, Lt. Frederick E. Humphreys replaced him in 
the training program.  Returning in October, Foulois got one hour of 
instruction before Humphreys and Lt. Frank P. Lahm became the first 
Army officers to solo in a Wright airplane on 26 October.  As cold 
weather set in, Foulois was sent to Fort Sam Houston and ordered to  
“teach yourself to fly.”  Foulois did just that, writing letters to the 
Wright brothers in order to correct his mistakes.  Foulois achieved many firsts in military 
aviation and made major improvements to early flying machines, including seat belts, wireless 
communications and wheels instead of skids.  (Photo above is Lt Foulois with Orville Wright.) 
 Foulois, like Billy Mitchell and other early airpower theorists, predicted the dominant 
role of airpower in warfare.  The two men were strong-willed rivals and clashed often, but both 
fought to promote airpower—Mitchell to the public at large and Foulois specifically to Congress.  
Both men served as chief of the air service in Europe during 1918.  Foulois rose to become Chief 
of the Air Corps, promoting airpower and especially long-range bombers such as the B-17 and 
B-24 during a time of economic hardships and severe budget cuts.  Foulois accurately predicted 
the rise of German airpower prior to World War II. 
 
25 Oct 1925 The court-martial of Brigadier General Billy Mitchell began.  Frustrated for 
years by the mismanagement of airpower, Mitchell was outraged when the Navy dirigible 
Shenandoah crashed despite her commander’s pleas that the flight be cancelled due to bad 
weather.  The commander was among the 14 deaths in the crash.  Mitchell publicly accused 
senior military leaders of 
incompetence and "almost 
treasonable administration of 
the national defense."  On 17 
December, he was found guilty 
of insubordination and 
sentenced to five years’ 
suspension from active duty.  
On February 1926, Mitchell 
resigned his commission.  
During the trial, Mitchell 
championed the cause of air 
power as a separate entity.  
(Photo at right is General 
Mitchell at his court martial.) 
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26 October 1940   The NA-73 (P-51 Mustang prototype) flew for the first time at Mines Field 
near Los Angeles.  Following British specifications, the company designed and built the 
prototype in just 117 days.  The NA-73 was faster than the P-40 or the British Spitfire.  This was 
primarily due to the advanced aerodynamics of its “laminar flow” wing, which produced a very 
smooth airflow over the wing and thus very low drag at high speeds. 
 
21 October 1942   Lt. Anne G. Fox, head nurse at Hickam Station Hospital, became the first 
woman to be awarded a Purple Heart “for outstanding performance of duty and meritorious 

acts of extraordinary fidelity and 
essential service” during the 7 
December 1941 attack.  Later, the 
War Dept. later changed the rules 
governing the Purple Heart (to 
require wounding in action), and 
Lt. Fox’s Purple Heart was 
replaced with a Silver Star.   
     The photo at left is of Hickam 
Hospital nurses who attended the 
wounded during the 7 December 
1941 attack.  Lt Anne Fox is fifth 
from left. 
 

 
21 October 1947   The YB-49 Flying Wing made its first flight 
in a trip from the Hawthorne plant to Muroc AFB.  The YB-49 
was the product of Jack Northrop’s pioneering work in the 1930s 
and a 1941 Army Air Corps requirement to bomb Europe from 
the U.S. if Britain fell.  Its predecessor, the propeller-driven XB-
35, could theoretically carry a greater payload faster, farther, and 
cheaper than a conventional bomber.  The advent of the jet engine 
made the XB-35 obsolete and led to the jet-powered YB-49.  The 
YB-49 had several severe design problems, chief of which was 
the fact that the very thick airfoil section caused a low Mach limit 
and yet could not hold the American atomic weapons of the day.  
The program was cancelled in favor of the more conventional B-
36 Peacemaker.  The YB-49s at right are lined up for destruction. 
 
20-23 October 1950   In the first airborne operation of the Korean War, more than 100 C–
119s and C–47s dropped some 4,000 troops of the Army’s 187th Airborne Regimental Combat 
Team and over 600 tons of materiel at Sukchon and Sunchon, 30 miles north of Pyongyang. 
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24 October 1953   Convair's YF-102 Delta Dagger 
first flew at Edwards AFB (photo at left).   
     Captured German data showed that delta-winged 
aircraft configurations produce less drag at high 
speeds.  The Air Force contracted with Convair to 
develop a delta-wing interceptor to defend the U.S. 
against Soviet bombers. The YF-102 was a failure 
until Convair engineers used the area rule concept to 
reshape the airframe, reducing the wave drag that 

occurs in transonic and supersonic flight.  In combination with a more powerful engine, this 
change allowed the production F-102 to easily reach supersonic speeds.  At the peak of its 
deployment in the late 1950s, over 1000 F-102s equipped more than 25 air defense squadrons.  
 
20 October 1961   PROJECT PIPE STEM.  The 15th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
deployed four RF-101s to Tan Son Nhut AB.  They flew 67 reconnaissance sorties over South 
Vietnam and Laos, developing their 
photographs by a photo-processing unit 
they brought with them. These aircraft 
were the first PACAF aircraft deployed 
to South Vietnam.  Another four RF-101s 
from the 45th TRS deployed to Don 
Muang, Thailand, along with their photo 
processing unit, in November under the 
name ABLE MABLE.  By the end of 1961 
the unit had flown 130 missions, and the 
deployment continued into 1962.  (See 
photo, right, of an RF-101A over Vietnam, 
1967, courtesy NMUSAF).   
 
22 Oct 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.  DEFCON 3 was declared worldwide due to the crisis.  On 
24 October, PACAF deployed six F-100s to Osan AB to beef up forces in Korea. 
 
26 October 1962   SAC received its last B-52H Stratofortress from the production lines. 
 
22-24 October 1963   Exercise BIGLIFT illustrated our capability to rapidly reinforce NATO's 
defenses.  The MATS deployed nearly 15,000 troops from the 2nd Armored Division and its 
supporting units at Fort Hood, Tex., and 120 tons of equipment to USAFE airfields. 
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24 Oct 1967 The main fighter airfield in 
North Vietnam, Phuc Yen, was attacked by 
USAF and USN aircraft.  This was the first 
strike against Phuc Yen – North Vietnamese 
airbases had previously been “off-limits” as 
targets.  Twelve MiGs were damaged or 
destroyed and one runway was rendered 
unserviceable.  During the attack, the Air 
Force downed its 69th MiG (See photo of 
MiGs at Phuc Yen airfield, right).  
 
 
26 October 1974   Rockwell rolled out the first B-1 at Palmdale. 
 
20 October 1976   General Dynamics conducted the F-16A roll-out at Fort Worth.   
On 21 October 1987, the Japanese Defense Agency selected the SX-3, a Mitsubishi-built 
derivative of the F-16 as its new close support/sea patrol aircraft to replace its Mitsubishi F-1s 
and F-4EJs. 
 
24 October – 3 November 1983    In Operation URGENT FURY, American military forces 
raided the Caribbean island of Grenada to evacuate U.S. citizens, restore democracy, and 
eliminate a hostile Cuban/Soviet base.  MAC and Air Force Reserve C–5, C–141 and C–130 
aircraft flew 496 missions to transport 11,389 passengers and 7,709 tons of cargo to Grenada.  
SAC tankers and TAC fighters, as well as ANG EC–130Es, supported the operation.  During the 
operation, Lt. Col. James L. Hobson, Jr., USAF, led a flight of MC–130 Hercules aircraft that 
successfully completed an airborne assault on Point Salinas, dropping paratroopers at the exact 
planned time over target in a hail of antiaircraft fire.  For his actions in assuming the assault lead 
from a disabled aircraft, Lt. Col. Hobson earned the Mackay Trophy.  Major General Hobson 
was Commander of Air Force Special Operations Command from 1994 to 1997. 
 
26 October 2001   The DoD chose Lockheed-Martin over Boeing to build the Joint Strike 
Fighter.  The Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps planned to purchase thousands of the stealthy 
aircraft, designated the F–35.   
 
25-27 October 2004 The United States, Australia, France, Japan, and 18 other nations 
conducted a Proliferation Security Initiative exercise, “Team Samurai 04,” off the coast of 
Japan near Sagumi Bay, practicing joint maritime interdiction.  It was first PSI interdiction 
exercise Japan hosted.  North Korea criticized the exercise as an attempt to "to isolate and stifle" 
the North.  


