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5 May 1918 The 1st Pursuit Group was organized in France, to coordinate the 94th and 95th 
Aero Squadrons.  Now the 1st Operations Group, 1FW, it is the oldest USAF Group in existence. 
 
8 May 1918   Capts John F. Gallagher, Robert J. Hunter, and Claude T. Uren became the first 
medical officers to be assigned as flight surgeons at U.S. airfields.   The role of the flight surgeon 
during World War I was to investigate the appalling death rate among military flying cadets and 
front line pilots due to disorientation and other physical factors associated with flying as well as 
poor aviator selection and other medical issues.   
 
9 May 1932   At Dayton, Ohio, Capt. Albert F. Hegenberger completed the first blind solo flight 
on instruments alone, without even a check pilot aboard.  Capt. Hegenberger, a graduate of MIT, 
used a radio direction finder to navigate an early version of an instrument approach over pre-
positioned transmitters.  By executing planned turns, approach legs and rates of descent as he 
followed the radio signals, Hegenberger landed without ever seeing the runway.   
 Of note:  Lt. Hegenberger had previously made the first non-stop Mainland-to-Hawaii 
flight with Lt. Lester Maitland in 1927, a feat comparable to Lindbergh’s flight across the 
Atlantic.  Hegenberger was stationed in Hawaii several times in the 1920s and 1930s.  Brigadier 
General Hegenberger commanded the Seventh Bomber Command at Hickam Field until leaving 
for combat operations in the Far East in July, 1942.   
 
6 May 1941   The Republic P–47 Thunderbolt 
flew for the first time, with company test pilot 
Lowery Brabham at the controls.   
 Designed by Russians who fled the 
Bolshevik revolution of 1917, the P-47 was 
one of World War II’s largest, heaviest, and 
most rugged fighters.  Twice the size of other 
fighters, the P-47 was best when attacking 
from higher altitudes.  Exceptional diving 
capabilities gave the P-47 a serious advantage 
over lower enemy fighters, since they couldn’t 
escape in a dive.  With its high payload 
capacity and eight half-inch machine guns, the P-47 had a considerable firepower that could 
destroy an enemy fighter, tank or armored train in seconds.  (Photo above.) 
 
9 May 1944   Enemy airbases.  Eighth Air Force B-17s and B-24s bombed German airfields and 
radar stations to begin an offensive that would prevent the German Air Force from recovering 
before the Normandy invasion on D-Day.  During this air battle, the Luftwaffe lost many of its 
most experienced fighter pilots, and those who returned to their bases found their runways 
damaged and often had to ditch their aircraft.  Subsequently, the Luftwaffe mounted only a 
limited response to the invasion on 6 June. 
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10 May 1944   Friendly airbases.  Some 400,000 Chinese laborers completed the Chengtu 
Project, the construction of five bomber bases and six fighter fields in China for U.S. B–29 air 
operations.  The project had begun in January and used only primitive construction methods.   
 
7 May 1945   The German High Command surrendered unconditionally at Reims, effective 9 
May. With that surrender, Air Transport Command began to move 250,000 people and 5,900 
aircraft from Europe and the Mediterranean theaters to the U.S. by September 1945.   
 
5 May 1948   Boeing flight-tested B-29s that had been modified for aerial refueling.  A British 
hose system was installed and nylon-lined aluminum fuel tanks were placed in the bomb bays.  
The success of the tests ultimately led the USAF to convert 92 B-29s into KB-29M hose-method 
tankers. Seventy-four B-29s were equipped to receive aerial refuelings by hose.   
 Six years later, on 5 May 1954, the USAF issued a requirement for a turbo-jet tanker to 
support the refueling needs of jet aircraft. 
 
11 May 1949   President Harry S. Truman signed a bill authorizing a 3,000-mile guided-missile 
test range for the Air Force, subsequently established at Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
 
6-15 May 1972   Operation CONSTANT GUARD III.   After a North Vietnamese offensive, 
MAC helped the 49 TFW move 3,195 airmen and 1,600 tons of cargo from Holloman AFB, to 
Tahkli, Thailand. As this offensive continued, MAC's C-5s airlifted 26 tanks, weighing 1.6 
million pounds, on 10 flights to Da Nang, where they joined the battle in a matter of hours. 
 
8 May 1972   Operation LINEBACKER I.  President Nixon approved this operation as a 
military measure to end the Vietnam War.  It included the mining of all ports in North Vietnam, 
and the interdiction of supply and communication lines.  
 
10-11 May 1972   Using guided bombs, F-4Ds of the 8 TFW finally dropped the Doumer Bridge 
on 10-11 May. The first attempt to destroy the highway/rail bridge over the Song Ma River, a 
key feature of the supply line to the 
south, took place on 3 April 1965, but 
the bridge remained standing when the 
bombing halt was declared in 1968.  
The bridge was seen as a symbol of 
North Vietnamese resistance, and was 
a challenge to US fighter crews.  See 
February 1988 AF Magazine article 
“A Place Called the Doumer Bridge,” 
http://www.afa.org/magazine/valor/0288valor.asp   (USAF photo is an F-4D, circa May 1972). 
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7 May 1975 PACAF's fate was altered by events in Southeast Asia.  On 7 May, the Secretary 
of Defense announced a 6-month delay in the planned disestablishment of PACAF.  Further 
delays were to follow, and the final status of PACAF was not determined in 1975. 
 
10 May – 13 Jun 1991  Operation SEA ANGEL.  In response to flooding along the Bangladesh 
coastline from Cyclone Marion, MAC dispatched C-5, C-141, and C-130 missions to deliver 738 
passengers and 832 tons of food, equipment, and supplies.  Sea Angel demonstrated the ability of 
U.S. armed forces to respond to two simultaneous crises. While joint forces delivered thousands 
of tons of relief equipment and supplies to Bangladesh, U.S. military units continued to send aid 
to thousands of Kurdish refugees in northern Iraq and eastern Turkey. 
 
8 May 1994   Operation PROVIDE PROMISE.  Through 26 July, 5 C-141s started flying 
humanitarian missions from Germany to Bosnia. They joined the earlier deployment of C-130s 
from the 437 AW and 315 AW at Charleston AFB.  The C-141s delivered over 7,000 tons of 
cargo by the time their flights ended.  (See USAF photo of C-130 cargo preparation, below.) 
 

 
 
11-17 May 1994   Operation PROVIDE ASSISTANCE.  Thirteen C-141 missions moved 239 
tons of relief supplies from Incirlik AB to Mwanza, Tanzania, in a joint operation to help over 
100,000 Rwandan victims of tribal warfare.   
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5 May 1996   Colonel Betty L. Mullis became the first woman to command a flying wing when 
she assumed command of the 940 AREFW (AFRES) at McClellan AFB. 
 
8 May 2001   Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld designated the Air Force as executive 
agent for the Pentagon’s space activities. 
 
6 May 2003 Hickam officially opened the “Aloha Conference Center” on Vickers Street near 
the wing headquarters building.  The Aloha Conference Center was an award-winning 
remodeling of the “Aloha Theater,” the old base movie theater. 
 
 


