
 

              
This Week in PACAF and USAF History 

31 March – 6 April 2008 
 

OPR:  PACAF/HO 

3 Apr 1935 The U.S. Army’s Hawaiian Department drew a check for just over one million 
dollars to buy 2,225 acres of land adjoining Fort Kamehameha for construction of an air base, 
later named Hickam Field.  Purchased from the Bishop Damon and Queen Emma Estates, the 
land was the site of Watertown, Puuloa Camp, sugar cane fields, and some 300 acres of 
algarroba trees.   
 
3 Apr 1939   President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the National Defense Act of 1940, which 
provided the Army Air Corps more than 48,000 personnel, a $300 million budget, and 6,000 
airplanes. It also authorized the Air Corps to train black pilots.   
 
 
1 Apr 1952 Fifth Air Force Sabre pilots 
destroyed ten MiGs while losing one F-86.  
Colonel Francis S. Gabreski, USAF, 
Commander, 51st FIW, destroyed a MiG to 
become the eighth jet ace of the war.  (See 
painting “Slashed by a Sabre” by Stan 
Stokes, at right, depicting Col. Gabreski 
downing a MiG-15). 
 

 
 
 
3 Apr 1963 Joint Use Agreement, Hickam AFB-Honolulu International Airport, was signed 
by Brig Gen John A. Rouse, Commander, PACAFBASECOM, and Dr. Fujio Matsuda, Director 
of Transportation for the State of Hawaii.  It specified that for the purpose of overall aerial and 
ground operation, Hickam AFB and Honolulu International Airport comprised a single airport. 
 
3 Apr 1967   First Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force (CMSAF).    
Chief Paul W. Airey (at right) spent much of his 27-year career as a first 
sergeant.  During World War II, however, he served as an aerial gunner 
on B-24 bombers, and is credited with 28 combat missions in Europe.  
After he was forced to bail out of his flak-damaged aircraft, he was 
captured and became a prisoner of war in Germany from July 1944 to 
May 1945.  On 3 Apr 1967, he became the first CMSAF. 
 The CMSAF serves as the personal adviser to the Chief of Staff 
and the Secretary of the Air Force on all issues regarding the welfare, 
readiness, morale, and proper utilization and progress of the enlisted 
force. 
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31 Mar 1970   The Hawaii Army National Guard inactivated 
the 298th Artillery Group and its contingent of Nike missiles 
(Nike missiles photo at left) under a nationwide reduction in 
air defense assets. The retirement of the Nike-Hercules 
missiles reduced the air defense of Hawaii to the Hawaii 
ANG’s 199th Fighter Interceptor Squadron.   Concurrently, 
the assigned aircraft for the squadron were reduced from 24 
to 18 aged F-102A interceptors. 
 

 
31 Mar 1975   Consolidation of military airlift.  One of the "lessons learned” from the Vietnam 
war was the large duplication of airlift effort between Military Airlift Command (MAC), Tactical 
Air Command (TAC), and PACAF.  In December 1974, the Air Force had consolidated TAC’s 
airlift resources, including C–130s, with those of MAC, which became the single airlift manager.  
On 31 March 1975, the USAF’s overseas tactical airlift resources in PACAF, USAFE, and the 
Alaskan Air Command were also transferred to MAC.   

However, during the Air Force 
reorganization of 1992, most 
CONUS-based tactical airlift was 
redistributed to Air Combat 
Command (ACC), while overseas 
tactical airlift was reassigned to 
PACAF and USAFE.  Some 
airlift proponents continue to 
criticize what they see as a return 
to an inefficient organization of 
Air Force airlift.  (The photo at 
left is a Yokota-based C-130.) 

 
4 Apr – 16 Sep 1975 South Vietnam evacuation.  As communist forces took over South 
Vietnam, more than 130,000 refugees fled by sea and air.  The Vietnamese refugee airlift, the 
largest aerial evacuation in history, encompassed a series of overlapping operations: Babylift, 
New Life, Frequent Wind, and New Arrivals.  The Air Force, working with the Navy and private 
contractors, flew more than 50,000 refugees from Southeast Asia to islands in the Pacific Ocean 
and eventually to new homes in the United States.  Aircraft involved included C–141, C–130, 
CH–53, HH–53 and C–9.  Details are available in the USAF study, “The United States Air Force 
and Humanitarian Airlift Operations, 1947-1994”  
http://www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil/Publications/Annotations/haulmanhuman.htm.  
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On 4 Apr 1975, a MAC C-5 crashed in an 
emergency landing near Saigon while flying 
the first mission of Operation Babylift.  It 
was carrying South Vietnamese children and 
their escorts from Tan Son Nhut AB in 
Saigon to Clark AB.  Of the 314 passengers, 
176 survived the crash.  First Lieutenant 
Regina C. Aune, a flight nurse aboard the C-
5, ignored her own injuries, which included a 
broken leg, to help evacuate nearly 80 
children from the wreckage.  She later 
received the 1975 Cheney Award.  The C-5 
pilot and copilot, Captains Dennis W. Traynor 
III and Tilford W. Harp, received the Air Force Cross for extraordinary heroism.  
 Despite this tragedy, the operation succeeded as C-141s and commercial planes moved 
1,794 orphans from South Vietnam and Thailand to the U.S. through 9 May.  

 
6 Apr 1975   Operation EAGLE PULL   Meanwhile, the United States also began the fixed-
wing aerial evacuation of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, which was surrounded by Khmer Rouge 
forces.  On 6 April, MAC flew more than 1,400 U.S. Marines and 1,561 tons of equipment from 
Kadena AB to Cubi Point, Philippines, in 29 C-141, 8 C-5, and 2 commercial contract missions.  
By April 11, some 875 Cambodians had flown to Thailand aboard USAF C–130s.  On 12 April, 
USAF and Marine Corps helicopters, with escorts from USAF fighters and gunships, evacuated 
287 people in the final airlift from Phnom Penh.  The city fell to communist forces on 17 April.  

6 Apr 1983   SCOWCROFT COMMISSION. A special 
President's Commission, led by retired Lt Gen Brent Scowcroft, 
concluded that the warning time for ballistic missile attacks on 
the U.S. was shrinking and suggested several ICBM 
modernization efforts.  The Commission’s findings led to the 
deployment of Peacekeeper missiles in existing Minuteman silos 
and the investigation of more survivable ICBM basing modes.  
The OSD developed a plan for a "rail garrison" system whereby 
25 trains armed with two Peacekeepers each would use the 
national railroad system to conceal themselves (conceptual 
illustration at right).  It was intended that this system would 
become operational in late 1992, but budgetary constraints and 
the changing international situation led to it being scrapped. 
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5-6 Apr 1986 Four C-141 Starlifters and one H-3 Jolly Green Giant helicopter from the 63rd 
MAW flew in fire suppressant foam and airlifted out burn victims from Osan AB after a 
700,000-gallon tank of jet fuel exploded and burned. The helicopter flew the burn victims to 
Seoul for medical treatment.   
 
5 Apr 1991   Operation PROVIDE COMFORT.  From 5 Apr to 15 July, MAC units flew more 
than 7,000 tons of supplies to northern Iraq, southeastern Turkey, and western Iran to help more 
than 1,000,000 Kurdish rebels, who fled from Iraq after being defeated by Iraqi forces.  C–5, C–
141, and C–130 aircraft airlifted more than 7,000 tons of relief supplies to Kurdish refugees who 
had fled their homes after Iraqi forces threatened to exterminate them.  The operation later 
provided aerial protection for a security zone in northern Iraq so that the Kurds could return to 
their homes. This area became a no-fly zone—an area in which Iraqi aircraft were forbidden to 
fly.   
 
1 Apr 1997   B–2s became operational at Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri, where six of the 
aircraft were initially based to serve with the 509th Bomb Wing.  At Langley AFB, Gen Richard 
E. Hawley, the ACC Commander, announced the initial operational capability of the 509 BW’s 
B-2A Spirit at Whiteman AFB after earlier, successful tests of the JDAM and the GPS-Aided 
Munition (GAM).   
 

 


