
 

 
This Week in USAF and PACAF History 

4-10 February 2008 
 
10 Feb 1908 The Wright Brothers and Capt. Charles S. Wallace of the Signal Corps signed 
the first government contract for a flying machine.  The price was $25,000—more than half a 
million in today’s dollars. 
 
8 Feb 1938 The first bombardment unit based at Hickam, the 31st Bombardment Squadron 

(Heavy) arrived from Hamilton Field and was assigned to the 5th 
Composite Group stationed at Hickam Field.  The 31st emblem (at left) is 
the distinctive skull and cross-bones proper on a black triangle.  Four 
members of the 31BS were killed in action on 7 December 1941, nine 
members were wounded, 
and all of the squadron's 

B-18 Bolo bombers were either damaged or 
destroyed.  Reequipped with B-17s, the 
squadron was assigned various maritime 
bombing and surveillance missions in the 
South Pacific.  (See B-18 photo at right). 
 
5 Feb 1942   The Hawaiian Air Force was redesignated as the 7th Air Force, the Far East Air 
Force (formerly the Philippine Dept. AF) was redesignated as the 5th Air Force, and the 
Alaskan Air Force was redesignated as the 11th Air Force. 
 
8 Feb 1953   The American Medical Association recognized Aviation Medicine as a medical 
specialty, the first specialty to evolve from military practice and research. 
 
10 Feb 1954 The Hawaii Air National Guard’s 
first group of F-86 Sabre Jets arrived to replace 
their WWII-era P-47s.  A large enthusiastic group 
of HIANG members were on hand to “de-cocoon” 
them of their waterproof protective coverings.  One 
of the “new” F-86s was recognized by TSgt Simanu 
Afoa Jr., a Korean veteran, as F-86E No. 740, the jet flown by Major James Jabara, the 
world’s first jet ace.  Four years later, the Hawaii Air National Guard traded its F-86E fighters 
for more modern radar-equipped F-86L all-weather interceptors.  The initial shipment of F-
86Ls arrived at Pearl Harbor on 5 February 1958.  The new Sabres assumed air defense alert 
duty on 1 May. 
 
9 Feb 1964 The first group of American dependents evacuated from Vietnam to Honolulu 
following the Viet Cong attack on Pleiku. They were met by teams from all the military 
services.  PACAFBASECOM Family Services coordinated the Air Force teams.  By the end 
of the two-week evacuation period, assistance had been provided to 700 dependents. 
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8 Feb 1965 F-100 Super Sabres performed the first 
retaliatory air strike in North Vietnam. They flew cover 
for attacking South Vietnamese fighters, suppressing 
ground fire in the target area.  (Photo at left) 
 

 
10 Feb 1992  Operation Provide Hope began the delivery of food and 
medical supplies to the former Soviet Union. The collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1991 had created dramatic political, economic, and 
social turbulence. In the winter of 1991-92, scarcity or maldistribution 
of food and medicine soon created a crisis, leading to fears of domestic 
turmoil across the former Soviet Union.  In order to help avert such 
turmoil, the United States implemented Operation Provide Hope.  In the 
first two phases of the operation, more than 27,000 tons of food and 
medical supplies were distributed to cities throughout the former Soviet 
Union.  Phases III and IV saw distribution increasingly handed over to 
private organizations until the operation's successful conclusion in 
September 1994. 
 

 
10 Feb 1994 Lt Jean Marie (Jeannie) Flynn completed F-15 
Eagle training to become the first female fighter pilot in the 
Air Force.  She was given the call sign “Tally,” as in “Tally-
ho.”  (See photo at right).   
 
[Flynn is not to be confused with Lt Kelly Flinn, discharged from the 
Air Force in 1997 while stationed at Minot AFB, N.D.] 
 

 
8 Feb 2006  The first of eight C-17 Globemaster IIIs 
arrived at Hickam, greeted by a host of distinguished 
visitors and a cheering crowd in front of Base 
Operations.   Hawaii Governor Linda Lingle christened 
the new C-17, named "Spirit of Hawaii - Ke Aloha."  
The aircraft are assigned to the 15th Airlift Wing.  The 
maintainers are a composite of active duty and Hawaii 
Air National Guard.     

 


